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A TRUE CLASSIC 

| couldn’t agree more with your 
story, “The Steiners vs. Sting & 
Luger: How Their Friendships Sur- 
vived The Most Brutal Match Of The 
Year” (September 1991). It truly was 


eee 


Scott Steiner suplexes Lex Luger during the Steiners vs. 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


a classic encounter. These men went 
at it with all their hearts, without re- 
gard to ruining great friendships. 
The Steiners have too much re- 
spect for Sting and Lex Luger (and 
vice versa) to allow one bout to 


Luger and Sting bout at 
SuperBrawl ’91. Howard Denton says this match proves friends can wrestle each other. 
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change the way they view each oth- 
er. Unlike many others in this sport, 
these men realize that you can go all- 
out against a man and then shake 
his hand immediately after the match. 
Let’s hope we see more of these 
types of matches. The sport will be 
better off for it. 
HOWARD DENTON 
Palm Beach, FL 


BEAUTIFUL, BOBBY 

Here’s a big “thumbs up” to Bob- 
by Eaton. Sure, he lost the WCW TV 
belt to Steve Austin, but Bobby has 
proven he’s a champion through and 
through. Reading “The Pride Of A 
Champion: Finally—Bobby Eaton 
Makes It On His Own!” (September 
1991) reconfirmed that belief for me. 

Free of the shackles imposed on 
him by Jim Cornette and his obliga- 
tions with The Midnight Express, Ea- 
ton is demonstrating the greatness 
he couldn’t display when Cornette 
was holding him back. That doesn’t 
mean that he didn’t do great things 
as Stan Lane’s tag team partner, it 
just means he’s able to do more out- 
standing holds and maneuvers. 

Don’t bet against Eaton in his at- 
tempts to regain the TV belt from 
Austin. And perhaps he'll even go 
after the U.S. or World champion- 


TWO SADISTS 

Are there two wrestlers out there 
who enjoy cutting up each other 
more than Eddie Gilbert and Cactus 
Jack? Apparently not, as I’ve learned 
after reading “Eddie Gilbert's Sadistic 
Vow: ‘If | Can’t Beat Cactus Jack, I'll 
‘Bleed Him Dry!’” (September 1991). 
Both of them are absolutely out of 
their minds, which is not surprising at 
all. Remember, Gilbert is the man 
who ran down Jerry Lawler with a 
car, while Cactus routinely executes 
daring and death-defying maneuvers. 
Here’s the answer: Put them on an 
island where they won't be able to 
hurt anyone but themselves and let 
them go at it. That’s the only way the 
feud will be settled. That’s the only 

way it should be done. 
KAREN ALBRIGHT 
Boston 


tae tt OEE LOA LOE LORE ER A LI AA 


NOT DISAPPOINTED 

“The Legion Of Doom: WWF Dis- 
appointment” (September 1991)? No 
way! | cannot believe that you would 
— = write that. 
w, he’sa = Hawk and Animal have done ev- 
(Continued on page 48) 
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reader Rhonda Forbes 


Bobby Eaton may not be WCW TV champion, but, in 
cinch to wear championship gold again. 
ships. In fact, he’s a good enough 
competitor to hold two belts at the 
same time. 
RHONDA FORBES 
Hicksville, NY 


GOOD LOOK BACK 

Matt Brock has done it again. He 
has come up with a match that | 
never knew took place. In his “Look- 
ing Back” (September 1991), he fea- 
tured a 1981 bout between former 
AWA World champion Nick Bock- 
winkel and Tito Santana. | had no 
idea that those two men had ever 
wrestled. As far as | knew, Santana 
had only competed in the WWF (and, 
more recently, IWCCW). 

That’s why | really enjoy reading 
Brock. I’ve only been a fan for about 
five years, and he tells me about 
matches that have taken place in the 
past. He gives me a monthly history 
lesson in the sport. 


DEENA CURTIN watching Hawk blast The Nasty Boys causes reader Jo Greenwell to believe that The 


Newport News, VA Legion of Doom has been anything but disappointing in the WWF. 
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By BILL APTER 


HE WORLD WRESTLING 

Federation will soon begin 
testing for anabolic steroids as part 
of its anti-drug policy. The an- 
nouncement of the the new regu- 
lation for WWF wrestlers was 
made in July by WWF head Vince 
McMahon. 

The federation was the subject 
of several negative television and 
print media reports following the 
conviction of Dr. George T. 
Zahorian, who formerly served as 
ringside physician at WWF events 
in Pennsylvania. In June, Zahorian 
was convicted on 12 of 14 counts 
of selling anabolic steroids to four 
pro wrestlers and a weightlifter in 
a trial held in  Hanjisburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

To combat the crush of publicity 
that surfaced as a result of the tal, 
McMahon announced that he was 
adding testing for anabolic ste- 
roids to the WWF's previously im- 
plemented testing for other illegal 
drugs. 

“Tt is with the public trust in 
mind that we will now include 
mandatory testing and education 
as part of our program,’ McMahon 
wrote in an article that appeared 
in the July 14 edition of The New 
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FA le. 
Vince McMahon is instituting a steroid-testing program in the WWF that, he claims, will be 
“the standard for all professional athletes, leagues, and sports.” 


York Times. “This program will no 
longer be administered by us, but 
rather by an independent agency. 
This way, the WWF and its ath- 
letes will be beyond reproach. 
We feel this new program will be 
so comprehensive as to be the 
standard for all professional ath- 
letes, leagues, and sports.” 

From my perspective, I hope 
the WWF's new program will be a 
worthy and effective one. In light 
of the problems of former WWF 
champion “Superstar” Billy Graham 
and former NFL star Lyle Alzado— 
whose bodies have both been rav- 
aged, apparently because of their 
past steroid use—I also hope all 
wrestling federations will join the 
WWF and make sure the use of 
these dangerous drugs is curtailed 
forever. 

Speaking of the WWF, World 
champion Hulk Hogan continues 
to keep his belt away from the 
clutches of former champion Sgt. 
Slaughter, but he seems to be get- 
ting quite a bit of help from an 
unlikely source: Randy Savage. 

The “Macho Man” was the spe- 
cial referee for Hogan’s rematch 
against Slaughter on July 14 in St. 
Louis, and it was Savage’s actions 
that spelled victory for the champi- 
on. Late in the bout, Slaughter 
brought a steel chair into the 
ring—but Savage grabbed the 
chair and crashed it over the for- 
mer Marine’s head! Moments later, 
Hogan scored the winning pinfall. 

In addition, Savage, who’s been 
suspended since losing his retire- 
ment match to The Ultimate War- 
rior at WrestleMania VII, was al- 
lowed to wrestle against Slaughter 
in two matches on July 20 in Ken- 
tucky—at the request of Hogan 
himself! Could it be that the for- 
mer Megapowers partners have be- 
come friends again? For more on 
this subject, don’t miss the Novem- 
ber 1991 edition of Inside Wres- 
tling, which contains the results of 
an exclusive investigation on this 
odd situation. 
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Scott and Rick Steiner may have been stripped of the WCW World tag team championship, 
but they continue to hold the IWGP tag team title. 


Rick and Scott Steiner may have 
been stripped of the WCW World 
tag team title after Scott was 
forced out of action with a torn left 
bicep, but the popular brothers 
are still champions. Officials of 


New Japan wrestling have an- 
nounced that the Steiners are still 
the IWGP titlists pending their re- 
twm to action. The Steiners won 
that title from Hiro Hase and 

(Continued on page 52) 


STEVE ANDERSON’S VIEW 


ORE FROM THE files of 

perception vs. reality. As | 
pointed out a few months ago in 
my September 1991 “Behind The 
Dressing Room Door’ column in 
Inside Wrestling, our first gut reac- 
tion to events is often much differ- 
ent than our informed reaction 
‘and, ultimately, our final opinion. 
Especially after we have all of the 
facts in order. 

Here goes. Part two. 

NEWS ITEM: The Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police have com- 
plained to the WWF about The 
Mountie’s behavior and his appar- 
ent depiction of the RCMP. 

FIRST REACTION: The Police 
have a point. 

INFORMED REACTION: The 
Police have a point. The Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police are a 
respected law enforcement agen- 
cy in their own country. That says 
something, considering the gener- 
al disregard these days for law 
and order. 

The Mountie’s actions are de- 
spicable. He slams opponents to 
the canvas and jolts them with an 
electric cattle prod. Folks, there’s 
something very wrong with that. 
Heck, even if The Mountie had 
nothing to do with the RCMP, I'd 
object to that. Not surprisingly, the 
WWF finds such behavior unwor- 


The Mountie no longer appears in Canadian rings, thanks to the efforts of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. They were concerned that the vicious rulebreaker was giving 
people the wrong impression about their organization. 


thy of punishment. 

Anyway, the RCMP doesn’t like 
this at all. It forced the WWF to 
announce before The Mountie’s 
matches that he had nothing to 
do with the RCMP. But the 
RCMP wants more. It wants The 
Mountie to either change his 
name or change his ways. 

FINAL OPINION: The. Police 
have a point. But how are they 
going to stop Jacques Rougeau 
from being Canadian? 

NEWS ITEM: Ric Flair leaves 
WCW after a contract dispute. 
Lex Luger wins the World title by 
pinning Barry Windham at the 


Great American Bash in 
Baltimore. 

FIRST REACTION: How else 
was Luger ever going to win the 
title? 

INFORMED REACTION: Flair’s 
departure ends an era, but it’s not 
exactly a disaster for WCW and 
its wrestlers. Maybe that’s why 
Flair and WCW reached an im- 
passe: If either really wanted to 
settle on a contract, they would 
have. They didn’t. They didn’t 
want to. 

Flair dominated the World title 
for the last decade. He held it 
seven times and was involved in 

(Continued on page 54) 
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O JUST WHO is the world heavyweight wrestling champion? | used to think | 
knew the answer to that question . . . then | went on a working vacation. 

In mid-July, all hell was breaking loose in the USWA. A huge masked sadist 
named Leatherface, who obviously was patterning himself after the serial killer in 
the classic horror film The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, had worked his way into con- 
tention for the USWA title—and used his real, running chainsaw to carve up several 
rings and television studios in the process. 

In addition, a couple of motorcycle-riding thugs called The Barroom Brawlers 
fluked their way to the USWA tag team title when they copped a disqualification win 
over Jeff Jarrett and Robert Fuller. 

Add the feud between Tom Prichard and Tony Anthony to the mix, and you had 
some pretty hot stuff during a very hot month. | wanted an up-close look, so | 
boarded a Northwest Airlines flight out of New York and headed to Memphis . . . or 
should | call it Jerry Lawler Land? 

Spending a few days in this surprisingly cultured, immaculately clean Southern 
city brought a surprising revelation to me: Ask almost any fan in Tennessee, Indi- 
ana, or Arkansas (the areas where the USWA promotes the most) who the world 
champion is, and the answer will invariably be USWA champion Jerry Lawler. It 
amazed me, but it’s true: WWF champion Hulk Hogan and WCW titlist Lex Luger 
don’t even figure into the equation among most of the populace in that region. 

“Lawler’s the greatest I’ve ever seen,” enthused Phil Hawkins of Nashville as he 
watched Lawler’s lumberjack bout against Eric Embry at ‘“‘Music City’s’’ Sports Are- 
na. “Sure, some people got on Jerry when he was stripped of the AWA title in 1989, 
but to me it’s not the belt a champion wears—it’s how hard he wrestles for his fans. 
In that regard, ‘The King’ puts every other champion in the sport to shame. He’s 
legendary in these parts because of it.” 


~ DUNN’S TRANSMISSION SERVICE 


| | YOUR TROUBLES MAY NOT BE AS BAD AS YOU THINK! | 
| TRANSMISSION TUNE: -UP a 2 “ MOST CARS 
yz 
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Even if you’re not a wrestling fan in 
Memphis, you can’t avoid Lawler for 
very long. Turn on your TV on a Sun- 
day morning, and The Jerry Lawler 
Show—an entertaining sports talk pro- 
gram—fills the airwaves. Open the pa- 
per, and there’s Jerry's face on an ad- 
vertisement for Dunn’s Transmission 
Service. Ride into town, and you'll spot 
Lawler on a billboard for Airport Toyota. Lawler’s popularity in Memphis is second 
only to the musical ‘‘King,” Elvis Presley. 

“Back in my AWA days, | traveled all around the world defending the AWA title,” 
said Lawler as he laced up his boots in preparation for his bout against Leatherface 
at the Pipkin Building. “Even though | was gaining respect throughout the sport, 
something was always missing. | don’t want to come across as too provincial, but | 
really missed my Memphis fans. It just wasn’t the same if | wasn’t competing for 
them during the USWA’s regular Monday night cards. 

“You know, it’s kind of funny,” said Lawler as he grabbed his crown and started 
to head out to the ring. “Your magazines don’t give me the credit for it | deserve, but 
/consider myself a world champion. | compete in several major cities, and | defend 
my USWA belt against the very best competition | can find. Just ask these fans. 
They're the ones whose opinions really count. They know who the rea/ world cham- 

ion is.” 
‘ Lawler was brilliant against the hulking Leatherface that evening, pinning the be- 
fuddied masked man after Leatherface fell backward over referee Frank Morell. 
When the pin was scored, the nearly sold-out house responded with an ovation so 
deafening that it reminded me of the day Hulk Hogan won the WWF World title from 
The Iron Sheik in 1984 at New York's Madison Square Garden. 

So who’s the world champion? It really depends on what world you're in. And if 
you live near Tennessee, your world is in very good hands. [_| 


TOWARD ANY 
s | od o8 REPAIR | 


wa ene 
OFFER EXPIRES 7. 20. 3 


I 
l 
L 
2323 Summer 1487 Bellewve 4062 Jothson 


na H Kicrrga 2346 Ketchum 2525 born 
278-3466 ‘373-1806 5-386 743-3866 327-3846 


IMPORTS ARE NOT eae TO US: 
In Memphis, Jerry Lawler’s face is everywhere 


Main Office 
327-9790 


JL se Spi 


H oO TF :E I 
When it comes to wrestling, Pro as Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about. . . 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
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Up-to-date ratings 

Wrestler of the week 


Plus e e e Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S. 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U.K. 0888 805 530 


For This service is available on both 
rotary-dial and touch-tone phones 


* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per 
minute in the United Kingdom is 34p cheap rate and 45p at 
all other times incl. VAT. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 

BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XX 
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Each issue, The Wrestler will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of wrestling. The praiseworthy e si 
receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 


Thumbs Up to Randy Savage. The ‘“‘Macho Man”’ has defeated some of the 
most dangerous wrestlers in the world. He is the former WWF World champion. 
He battled Hulk Hogan and he has held off brutal attacks. But Savage passed 
the greatest test of his manhood when he got down on his knees and proposed 
marriage to Elizabeth. Savage surrendered himself. With millions of people 
watching, he declared his love for Elizabeth. For some men, beating up others is 
the proof of manliness. But Savage, who for months was nervous about propos- 
ing to Elizabeth, put aside his nerves and asked for what he wanted. It couldn’t 
have been easy. Quite suddenly, Savage has become an example for all of us. 
There’s more than one side to every man, even the ‘‘Macho Man.” 


Thumbs Up to El Gigante. Check out the singles results of the Great American 
Bash July 14 in Baltimore and you’re not going to find much to get excited 
about. Almost every rulebreaker won, and even Lex Luger—a fan favorite when 
his match with Barry Windham started—turned bad after winning the WCW 
World title. Well, at least Gigante won. The Argentinian big man scored an 
important pinfall victory over One Man Gang and waltzed right back into 
contention for the title. Now WCW fans, after a disastrous night, have some- 
thing to look forward to. Thanks, Gigante, for saving the night. Now all you 
have to do is save the entire federation. 


Thumbs Up to Steve Williams. This quote from the July 22 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Weekly speaks volumes about “Dr. Death,’ the UWF 
TV champion. Said Williams of his teaming with former enemy Terry Gordy: 
“Thinking back, it seems really strange that Terry and | used to despise each 
other. But at the same time, we respected one another. This is why we were able 
to set aside our differences and form a team. Without mutual respect, a team 
would be impossible.”’ Williams now understands that you don’t have to be best 
friends with your partners. You don’t even have to like them. But respect is 
everything, and Williams no longer only respects himself. He has grown as a 
man. 


Thumbs Up to Jeff Jarrett. An article in this issue details a bet between Eric 
Embry and Jerry Lawler over how long the Jarrett-Robert Fuller partnership will 
last. Well, we’re with Lawler on this one. Jarrett has proven time and time again 
that he is one of the most trustworthy men in the sport. He has the rare ability to 
convert men from bad to good. Fuller is his latest convert. And because Jarrett is 
a man of such genuine honesty, we believe this fruitful partnership will last. 
Thanks, Jeff. You constantly restore our faith in the sport. 


Thumbs Down 


Thumbs Down to Lex Luger. Having achieved the greatest victory of his career, 
a win over Barry Windham for the WCW World championship at the July 14 
Great American Bash, Luger then turned around and made another bad mistake. 
He’s so good at that. Luger, to the shock and dismay of his devoted and oft- 
forgiving fans, announced that he had taken on Harley Race as his adviser. In 
other words, Luger is now a rulebreaker. All Luger had to do was page through 
his personal history to realize that he has always done better on his own and as a 
fan favorite. The Four Horsemen and manager J.J. Dillon did him wrong. Race 
will do no better for Luger. It’s a shame that this magnificent athlete continues to 
mess up his own career. Our prediction is that with Race at his side, Luger won’t 
have the belt for long. What a shame! It took him so long to get it. 


Thumbs Down to Jerry Lawler. For a fan favorite, Lawler seems to spend a lot 
of time in this space. This time, we’re condemning Lawler for yet another brutal 
act: throwing fire at Leatherface. Lawler was able to pin Leatherface after doing 
so and the crowd cheered, but what exactly were they celebrating? An illegal act 
by a man supposedly on the side of good. It’s unfortunate that Lawler knows he 
can get away with so much. The fans and federation officials always seem to side 
with him. But Lawler should start practicing what he preaches. The “eye for an 
eye, tooth for a tooth”’ mentality is extremely dangerous if practiced in wrestling. 
Lawler should try to set a good example, not imitate the things his supposedly 
bad enemies do. 


Thumbs Down to Vince McMahon Jr. The war is over, Vince. The world is 
trying to return to normal. But in your deluded mind, the Persian Gulf War 
continues. You and your promoters continue to allow matches such as Hulk 
Hogan vs. Sgt. Slaughter and Hacksaw Duggan vs. Col. Mustafa in an attempt 
to capitalize on this country’s patriotic feelings. Enough already! Slaughter lost 
the World title to Hogan and has had more than his fair share of rematches. 
Duggan vs. Mustafa exists for one reason only: In the world of the WWF, the 
war is still going on. Well, Vince, who cares if these men still haven’t settled their 
differences. Do the settling. Stop their matches. Force them to go on to some- 
thing else. The world is waiting .. . impatiently. 


Thumbs Down to Al Madril. For one of the most heinous offenses we’ve seen in 
years, Madril deserves to be banned from not only the Pacific Northwest, but all 
of wrestling. On a recent PNW card, Madril attacked referee Sandy Barr with a 
pipe. We’re talking armed assault with a deadly weapon. Barr had to be carried 
from the ring on a stretcher. According to wrestling psychologist Dr. Sidney M. 
Basil, it’s possible that Barr will live with the memory of this attack for the rest 
of his life. Madril must be punished. The PNW cannot allow its wrestlers to get 
away with such dangerous acts. O 
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Providence, RI (Correspon- 
dent—Peter Quigley): WWF 
World champion Hulk Hogan has 
teamed with Hacksaw Duggan on 
several occasions, but never un- 
der such unusual circumstances: 
For their bout against Sgt. 
Slaughter and Col. Mustafa, the 
special referee was “Macho Man” 
Randy Savage! 

At the start of the bout, Slaugh- 
ter offered to shake Savage’s 
hand, but “Macho Man” wisely 
refused. During the match, Sav- 
age prevented Mustafa and 
Slaughter from double-teaming 
Hogan and Duggan, who con- 
trolled the pace of the match until 
Slaughter, Mustafa, and Gen. 
Adnan began using illegal tactics. 

As Mustafa distracted Savage, 
Adnan threw powder in Hogan’s 
face, causing the champion to col- 
lapse to the mat. As Slaughter 
climbed to the top rope to pounce 
on the fallen Hogan, Savage be- 
gan a 10-count on Slaughter. Af- 
ter they began arguing, Slaughter 
threw Savage out of the ring. 

While Duggan and Mustafa 
fought outside the ring, Slaughter 
put a camel clutch on Hogan. 
Savage climbed to the top turn- 
buckle and blasted Slaughter with 
a flying elbowsmash. As the rule- 
breakers retreated to the locker 
room, Savage declared Hogan 


1@ 
WWF World champion Hulk Hogan and 
Hacksaw Duggan show their colors as they 


enter the ring before a critical bout against 
Sgt. Slaughter and Col. Mustafa. 


and Duggan the winners by dis- 
qualification because Slaughter 
had thrown him out of the ring. 

In other bouts: Greg Valentine 
pinned Haku’... Rick Steamboat 
defeated The Barbarian ... The 
Rockers beat Dino Bravo & Paul 
Roma ... Warlord defeated Virgil 


by disqualification Animal 
pinned Jerry Sags ... Davey Boy 
Smith defeated Typhoon by 
countout. 


Portland, OR (Correspon- 
dent—Kenn Jones): Sandy Barr 
was content with being the 
PNW’s top referee, until Al Madril 
came along and started making 
trouble for him. The bad blood be- 
tween them necessitated this 
blindfold match at the Sports 
Arena. 

The referee for the match was 
wrestler C.W. Bergstrom, but 
Madril showed absolutely no re- 
spect for his authority. He 
pounced on Bergstrom, brutally 
attempting to injure his right knee. 
While Bergstrom was down, 
Madril ripped off his blindfold and 
went after Barr, who, because he 
was still blindfolded, could do little 
to fend off the attack. 

Then Madril pulled off an amaz- 
ing bit of trickery. He threw him- 
self over the top rope, but 
Bergstrom, thinking Barr had initi- 
ated the move, called for a dis- 


qualification. It was the latest 
proof of just how low Madril will 
stoop to win. 


In other bouts: Steve Sawyer 
defeated The Grappler by reverse 


decision ... Jimmy Jack Funk 
pinned Mike Winner ... John 


(Continued on page 56) 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


Ifyou would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially 
credited with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of 
seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve 

the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


a . Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, c/o THE WRESTLER, BOX 48, ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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ORDER THE BEST IN 
WRESTLING VIDEOS NOW!! 


WRESTLEWAR ‘91 
WAR GAMES NVEW/ 


Two rings completely 
covered by a steel cage! 
Only the strong will 
survive! The WCW 
forces have amassed and 
there is only one solution 
to these rising tensions - 
War Games! A knock- 
down drag out blowout! 
Sting, Lex Luger, Sian 
Hansen, Doom, The 
Steiner Bros., Ric Flair, 
Arn Anderson and many 
more top stars of WCW. 


Available 4/24/91 


$39.95/@90 min. Turner 


STARRCADE '90 
COLLISION COURSE 


Sting vs. the Black 
Scorpion! The first ever 
Tag Team Championship 
of the Universe! Lex 
Luger vs. Stan Hansen 
for the U.S. Heavyweight 
Championship. Doom 
vs. Ric Flair & Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min. Turner 


Please send me the following videos: 


Title 


Shipping & handling 


MONSTERS OF THE MAT 
VOL. 7 


Mat fans will experience 
action like never before! 
Get your ringside seat 
for all the spills and 
thrills as Ted DiBiase 
takes on Magnum T.A., 
The Sheepherders & 
Jack Victory meet The 
Fantastics & Terry 
Taylor; and Brett Sawyer 
battles Gusiav Mendoza. 


Only limited quantities 
available! 


$39.95/62 min. 
MASTERS OF MAYHEM 


World championship 
wrestling includes outra- 
geous, out-of-control 
headslamming action. 
You'll see Randy Savage, 
Jerry Lawler, Rick Rude, 
The Road Warriors, 
Dutch Mantell, Dirty 
White Boys, The Interns, 
Junkyard Dog, midgets 
and much more! 


$19.95/90 min. 


For Visa & MasterCard orders only call 1-800-729-0360 


Price 


STARRCADE '86 
THE SKYWALKERS 


GREAT AMERICAN 
BASH ‘86 

It was sports history in 
the making, back in the 
summer of '86! High- 
lights include: Dusty 
Rhodes vs. Ric Flair in a 
Steel Cage for the NWA 
World Heavyweight Title; 
The Road Warriors vs. 
The Russians; Baby Doll, 
Dusty Rhodes & Magnum 
T.A. vs. Jim Cornette, 
The Midnight Express 
and Big Bubba; Jimmy 
Valiant vs. Shaska 
Whatley, Magnum T.A. 
vs. Nikita Koloff and 
more! 

Only limited quantities 
available! 

$39.95/@90 min. Turner 


WARLORDS OF THE 
RING 

Randy "Macho Man" Savage 
is locked in a cage of no 
escape with Ronnie Garvin 
for an unbelievable fight! 
Nickolai Volkoff takes on 
King Kong Brody in and out 
of the ring. Angelo Poffo 
manhandles Tony Fable in 
an unforgettable match of 
wrestling know-how and 
power. Also: Pez Whatley 
vs. Chief Don Eagle, Iron 
Mike Sharpe, The Stallion 
and more! 


$19.95/@90 min. 


From the Omni in Atlanta 
and the Greensboro, N.C. 
Coliseum. Highlights 
include: NWA champ Ric 
Flair vs. Nikita Koloff; 
Road Warriors vs. 
Midnights on a 
scaffold;"First Blood" 
match: Rhodes vs. 
Blanchard, Ron Garvin 
vs. Big Bubba; Rock 'n 
Rolls vs. Anderson ina 
cage; Jones vs. Valiant. 


Only limited quantities 


C) Check or Money Order Enclosed (Make checks 
payable to T.V.Sports Video Inc.) 


Visa or MasterCard # 
oe ees ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Exp. date: month year 


Name 
Address Apt. # 


State 


TOTAL City Zip 
(Allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. Foreign orders must include $6.00 for each tape for 
air mail delivery. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL, only NTSC. 
Defective tapes may be returned for a duplicate tape.) 
SEND COMPLETED ORDER TO: Ly sla VIDEO INC. 


672 
GREENWICH, CT 06836 


1-3 videos - $3.00 
4-7 videos - $6.00 


NO C.0O.D.’'S! 


: “My question is for Jim Cornette: 
Why don’t you reunite the greatest 
tag team ever—The Midnight Ex- 
press—and go after the WWF 
World tag team championship? 
After all, you’ve accomplished all 
that was possible in WCW.’’—Jess 
Giovannelli, Perryopolis, PA 

: “This guy Giovannelli is obviously 
an astute observer of the wrestling 
scene,”’ responded the always-ver- 
bose Cornette. ‘‘He’s right in say- 
ing the Express was the finest tan- 
dem in history. Together, Bobby 
Eaton and Stan Lane were an un- 
beatable unit that was fueled by 
my brain power, and we garnered 
more championships than anyone 
else. Unfortunately—at least for 
now—I have to say that the Ex- 
press is derailed. Bobby’s been en- 
joying a lot of success in WCW on 
his own, and Stan has his eyes set 
on the new Global heavyweight 
championship. As for the WWF, I 
agree that if the three of us could 


This is the monthly feature that 
answers ALL your most important 
questions about the mat sport, the 


_ Stars, and the feuds. Send us your 


most perplexing queries and we'll 
have them answered for you by the 
world’s finest grapplers and most 
insightful mat reporters. Address 


your questions to: YOU ASKED US, 


clo THE WRESTLER, P.O. Box 48, 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


his big, flabby belly and rip the fat 
right off him. Then, I’m gonna 
grab Slater’s ponytail and fling him 
around in the air until he’s as bald 
as a cueball. Then I’m gonna 
stretch Murdoch over the top rope 
and jump up and down on his car- 
cass until he spits out his false 
teeth. Then I'll take Slater, climb 
up to the top turnbuckle, and 
wreck him with my belly-to-belly 
suplex ... you get the picture. It 
won’t be until Scott comes back— 
and we waste both of those old- 
timers—that I’ll be my old, lovable 
self again.” 


sR oR OK 


Eric Embry says people who knock his man- 
ager, Tojo Yamamoto, are morons. 


Q: ‘Please pass this question along to 


Jim Cornette says 


BS 


ever get together again, we’d be 
sensational in that league. Who’re 
the champions there—The Nasty 
Boys? Don’t make me laugh!” 
EE 

: “This one is for Rick Steiner: 
What are you and your brother 
Scott going to do to The 
Hardliners—Dick Murdoch and 
Dick Slater—for attacking you? I 


if The Midnight Express ever got together again, they'd be a cinch to win 
the WWF World tag team title, or any other set of belts. 


AS 42: RS 


hope you beat the pure hell out of 
them!’’—Helen Chase, La Belle, 
FL 


: “Just you wait and see what Scotty 


and I have planned,”’ said a seeth- 
ing Rick Steiner. ‘‘Scotty’s gonna 
be out a while longer with his 
ripped bicep, but every day he’s 
out, I just get madder and madder. 
First, ’'m gonna grab Murdoch by 


USWA Southern champion Eric 
Embry: Why did you hire Tojo 
Yamamoto as your manager? | 
mean, there are a lot of managers 
in this sport, and Tojo doesn’t 
seem to be doing a whole lot for 
your career.””—Mike Mitgrange, 
Bucksnort, TN 


: “That just shows what you know 


about wrestling, moron 
Mitgrange,”’ spit Embry. “‘Mr. Ya- 
mamoto was not only one of the 
finest competitors of the "50s and 
‘60s, but he was among the most 
intelligent wrestlers around, too. 
How else do you think that he was 
able to throw salt in his opponent’s 
eyes for years and never get 
caught? He’s instilled that kind of 
rulebreaking acumen into my soul, 
and now I’m unbeatable. In addi- 
tion, Tojo’s managerial efforts are 

(Continued on page 58) 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


In which sport did Ken Patera win an Olympic 
medal? 

1) Weightlifting. 3) Gymnastics 

2) Wrestling 4) Boxing 


me =) 5 
Who was Hulk Hogan’s first WWF manager? = nen wi \f cast we 
1) Fred Blassie 3) Jimmy Hart @ 


2) Arnold Skaaland 4) Elizabeth e week 


Which man was never a member of Paul 
Ellering’s Legion of Doom? ; ‘ see 
1) Jake Roberts 3) King Kong Bundy Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 


2) Hawk 4) Buzz Sawyer questions correctly and you can 


$500 


For which NFL team did Brian Pillman 
compete? 

1) Kansas City Chiefs 3) Cincinnati Bengals 
2) Los AngelesRams 4) Atlanta Falcons 


Gorilla Monsoon was originally billed as being 
from: 

1) Manchuria 3) New Jersey 

2) Croatia 4) Montreal 


How did you do? 


If you're up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 


want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
to work, call now and g0 for the $500. Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


CALL NOW 


1-900-288-7526 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


For This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations: Call as often as you like. The contest begins March 19, 1991, and continues through March 19, 1992. There is no age 
restriction to participate. Kids, get your parents’ permission before calling. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute. This contest is sponsored by G.C. London 
Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated magazine. No purchase necessary to participate. Complete rules and mail in entries are available by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 374, Guilford, CT 06437-0374. To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions 
correctly and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly. The cover price value of an one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly is $101.40. This contest is void where prohibited by law. 


THE BILLION- 
DOLLAR BABIES 


N THEIR LOCKER room be- 

fore an IWCCW tag team title 
defense against Ivan and Scott 
Putski, Mike Samson and G.Q. 
Stratus—The Billion-Dollar Ba- 
bies—began a rather peculiar 
prebout workout 

The bleached-blond Stratus 
reached into the golf bag of his 
manager, Kevin “The Truth” 
Casey, and pulled out a five- 
iron. The giggling Stratus play- 
fully tried to prove his strength 
by bending the gold-plated club 
around his back. 

“Hey, watch that!’’ shrieked 
Casey as he ran into the locker 
room, grabbing the club from 
Stratus’ grasp. ‘That's our 
bread and butter you’re mess- 
ing with!” 

For once in Casey’s life, he 
spoke the truth. Since entering 
IWCCW in late-1990, Stratus 
and Samson have twice cap- 
tured the tag team belts—and 
Casey's golf club has been a 
major factor in both victories. In 
fact, if it wasn’t for Casey’s 
constant meddling in the Ba- 
bies’ matches, their recent 
championship wins probably 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Much of The Billion-Dollar Babies’ success is built around the interference of their manager, 
Kevin “The Truth’’ Casey, who uses a golf club. 


Without fanfare, the rugged Billion-Dollar Babies have invaded 
IWCCW—and have already captured the tag team title twice. 
G.Q. Stratus and Mike Samson have long been feared 
rulebreakers, but the evil mind of Kevin “The Truth’’ Casey has 
made these brawling Babies true tag team terrors! 
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THE BEST IN WRES TLING 


#1 GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘88 
THE PRICE FOR FREEDOM 


The controversial Bash tour 
heats up as Ric Flair & Lex 
Luger go at it in Baltimore. Also 
Rhodes vs. Windham for U.S. 
title; triple cage “Tower of 
Doom" featuring Russian 
Assassin I, Ivan Koloff, Perez, 
Rotundo, & Sullivan vs. Road 
Warriors, Garvins & Williams; 
Fantastics vs. Midnights; 
Blanchard & Anderson vs. Nikita 
Koloff & Sting. 


$39.95/126 min./Turner 


#4 CAPITAL COMBAT ‘90 


The NWA's greatest wrestlers 
converge In Washington D.C., 
for a Congress of Capital 
Combat! Sting vs. Robocop 
make a special appearance to 
watch six-time champ Ric Flair & 
Lex Luger in a steel cage for the 
Championship. Aso: The 
Steiners vs. Doom; Fly'n Brian & 
Z-Man vs. Midnight Express, 
Rock 'n Roll's etc. 


$39.95@120min/Turner 


#8 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
VOL.1 new!!! 


Pro wrestling the way it was! 
Buddy "Nature boy” Rogers vs. 
Pat O'Connor in the 1961 classic 
bout. Antonino Rocca & Miguel 
Perez vs. Skull Murphy & Karl 
Von Hess. June Byers vs. Betty 
Hawkins. Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Pepper Gomez & more! 


314. 95/@60 1 min. 


Please s send m me 5 thet following videos: 


Title 


Shipping & handling 


VIDEOS 


#2 GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘89 
THE GLORY DAYS 


NWA champ Ric Flair comes 
back from a broken neck to 
wrestle former champ Terry 
Funk, & U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battles Rick Steamboat. Also: 
Sting vs. Muta; War Games; a 
battle of wits turns to a battle of 
fists when Paul E. Dangerously 
rumbles with Jim Cornette; plus 
much more! 


$39.95/120 min./Turner 
#5 HALLOWEEN HAVOC ‘89 


A brutal night of devilish 
destruction! Ric Flair wants to 
permanately settle the score 
against Terry Funk. Together 
with Flair's powerhouse partner, 
Sting, the two great heavyweight 
pros treat Funk & The Great Muta 
to some monstrous portions of 
punishment! Also: Lex Luger, 
Thr Road Warriors, The Samoan 
Swat Team, The Skyscrapers, 
The Freebirds and many more! 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#9 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
a VOL.2 new!!! 


Gorgeous George vs. Jesse 
James. Antonino Rocca vs. 
Johnny Valentine. Six-man Tag 
Team Match: The Fabulous 
Kangaroos & Dr. Jerry Graham 
vs. Antonino Rocca, Miguel 
Perez & Ricki Starr. Killer Kow- 
alski vs.Edouard Carpentier 

& more! 


$14 4.95/@60.n min. 


Price 


TOTAL 
(Allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. Foreign orders must include $6.00 for each tape for 
air mail delivery. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL, only NTSC. 
Defective tapes may be returned for a duplicate tape.) 
SEND COMPLETED ORDER TO: T.V.SPORTS VIDEO INC. 


1-3 videos - $3.00 
4-7 videos - $6.00 


P.O.BOX 1672 
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#3GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘90 

NEW REVOLUTION 
Sting, back in action ina 
wrestling revolution as the 
greatest stars from the NWA 
battle the new young aggres- 
sors! Sting in a great 
comeback against Ric Flair for 
the championship. Also: Doom 
vs. Rock 'n Roll Express, Mean 
Mark vs. Lex Luger, Southern 
Boys, etc. 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#6 HALLOWEEN HAVOC ‘90 
TERROR RULES THE RING 
Ina terrorizing bout, Sting 
defends his title against Sid 
Vicious. Ric Flair teams up with 
Arn Anderson to attemp to 
dethrone Doom for the World 
Tag Team title, Lex Luger & 
Stan Hansen pound each other 
for the U.S. Championship title. 
In a destructive match for the 
U.S. Tag Team title: Steiner 
Brothers vs. Nasty Boys! 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#10 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
o> VOL.3 new!!! 


Buddy Rogers, Handsome 
Johnny Barend & Magnificent 
Maurice vs. Bobo Brazil, 
“Calypso Kid" Dory Dixon & 
Sailor Art Thomas, Tolos 
Brothers vs. Bob Nador & Chet 
Wallick, Ed Carpentier vs. Skull 
Murphy, Yukon Eric vs. Fritz Von 
Erich, Bulldog Brower vs. 
Bearcat Wright & more! 


$14. .95/@60 min. 
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#7 STARRCADE '90 
IGP COLLISION COURSE new!!! 


Sting vs, The Black Scorpion! 
Who will prove victorious in the 
first ever Tag Team Champion- 
ship of the Universe, featuring 
Tag Teams from around the 
globe going to a face to face ina 
tournament of universal impact! 
Can Lex Luger hold on to the 
U.S. heavyweight belt when he 
battle Stan Hansen? Also: 
Doom vs. Ric Flair &Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#11 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
ce VOL. 4 new!!! 


The Fabulous Kangaroos vs 
Moose Cholak & Mighty Atlas, 
Bruno Sammartino vs. Hans 
Schmidt, Dr. Jerry & Eddie 
Graham vs. Antonino Rocca & 
Miguel Perez, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard vs. The Bavarian 
Boys, Bobo Brazil vs. Ski Hi Lee. 


514. 95/@60 min. 


> FOF Nisa & MasterCard orders 0 only call 1-800-729-0360 


) Check or Money Order Enclosed (Make checks 
payable to T.V.Sports Video Inc.) 
Visa or MasterCard # 


Exp. date: month 
Name 


Address 


City 


GREENWICH, CT 06836 


State 


year 


Apt. # 


Zip 


NO C.0O.D.'S! 


Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a “Question and 


Answer” forum with an important 


figure in the wrestling world. It is your 
chance to meet wrestling’s biggest stars 
as they answer the questions uppermost in 


the fans’ minds 


: Hello, Mr. Studd. 
: Fruit cup, babe. Hello, Liz. 
: Amazing! 


l=) 


: Well, you speak ! You can actually 
move your lips and makes sounds! 
I guess you do have a mind of 


eg 


Diamond 


: What’s that? A: 


your own now that your mouth- 
piece, Dallas Page, is nowhere to 
be found. This is truly a revelation. 
Don’t be such a _smarty-pants 
scribe, toots. You know, not every 
pro wrestler wants to spend all his 
free time with reporters and TV 


Studd’s first major feud in WCW came against Tom Zenk. His victory over Zen at the Great 


American Bash secured a spot for him in the WCW top 10. 
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people. I prefer to keep to myself 
most of the time. So I hired Page, 
and the results have been just what 
I’ve been looking for. He digs the 
spotlight, so I just hand all the 
interviews over to him. That way, I 
can concentrate on my matches— 
and Dallas has been getting me 
nothing but the very best bouts. 


: I have to agree with you on that 


one. You’re constantly taking on 
top competition such as Zenk and 
Tommy Rich. But for a guy who 
claims he wants out of the spot- 
light, you certainly don’t mind be- 


ing surrounded by a bevy of gor- 
geous women. 


: Hey, you’re not so bad yourself, 


Liz. The only problem I have these 
days is what to do with the over- 
flow. I can only handle three at a 
time, anyway. 


: That’s terrible! Women should be 


treated as individuals, not as play- 
things you can dispose of at a mo- 
ment’s notice. I don’t know why 
these women want to have any- 
thing to do with you at all! 


: You’ve been reading New Woman 


too much, Hunter. Liz obviously 
doesn’t know how the other half 
lives, does she, girls? You see, 
Page, the Dolls, and I live for the 
moment. Hey, life is short, so you 
gotta grab it while you can. 

You sound like a beer commercial. 
I don’t care what you say. When I 
first started out in this sport, I 
tried playing by the rules, but the 
rulebook don’t pay the landlord. 
Then Page and I worked out my 
“Diamond death drop,” which is 
like a modified crucifix into a pow- 
er bomb. Killer! Nobody gets up 
from that one, not even Zenk. 
And I don’t know what it is about 
Page, but the girls just swarm to 
him like flies to day-old baloney. I 
always get more than my fill of 
pretty women. 

But what kind of relationships can 
you have like this? Go ahead, | 
dare you. Name all these girls. I'll 


Dallas Page has dubbed the 67”, 298-pound bodybuilder the “‘crown jewe 


THE DIAMOND STUDD 


ALL HIM THE strong, silent type. Ever since the hulking newcomer named The 
Diamond Studd burst upon the WCW scene this past spring, manager “Diamond” 


” 


in his 


burgeoning Diamond Exchange band of rulebreakers. It’s been hard to gauge Studd’s out- 
look, however, since he’s said little since entering the federation. 

When Page verbally abused popular Tom Zenk on national television during a June 
broadcast, the “‘Z-Man”’ responded by blasting the loudmouthed manager with a hard fist to 
the face. Studd responded to that by attacking Zenk and ripping the designer suit from his 

body. Even then, Studd said nothing. 

Zenk rebounded from that humiliation by scoring some hard-fought wins over Studd, but 
Studd exacted a measure of revenge by using a belly-to-belly suplex to pin Zenk at the Great 
American Bash on July 14 in Baltimore. We can only assume Studd was pleased with the 

win, since afterward—like always—he said nothing. 

In fact, he hasn’t said anything about anything. Until now. Contributing Editor Liz Hunt- 
er just happened to be in the same Los Angeles restaurant as the Studd—who was surround- 
ed by four gorgeous Diamond Dolls—after a recent card. Surprisingly, Studd agreed to be in- 

terviewed while the dessert tray was being wheeled over to his table. 


pay for your feast if you can. 


: Easy! This is Karen, there’s Paula, 


say hello to Sheila ... 

(A brunette corrects him) Shelly. 
Deep commitment there. 

Aw, it’s not your business what I 
do during my private time, any- 


— a 
Before every match, Studd’s manager, ‘‘Diamond’’ Dallas Page, has a woman from the 
audience pull off Studd’s warmup pants as part of a search for a valet. 


way. You’re obviously jealous that 
these girls have what you can never 
touch, namely my super-sexy body. 
So get on with it and ask me some 
question about wrestling. 


: Pll be more than happy to. You’ve 


picked a fight with Tom Zenk, and 
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so far your matches have been 
pretty even. Does it really bother 
you that some women seem to like 
the way he looks more than they 
care for your masculine features? 
: Women, women, women! Like I 
always say, you can’t live with ’em 

. and you can’t live with ’em. 
Ha! Sure, that pretty boy punk 
bothers me. I can’t stand a guy 
who stands on such a phony 
goody-goody platform. It’s ridicu- 


lous. Zenk is just envious of all the Q: 


success I’ve had with the babes re- 
cently. I’ve stolen the hearts of all 
his fillies, and he’s starting to real- 
ize there’s nobody left for him. So 
he challenges me to some matches, 
and naturally I waste him every 
time. 

: That’s not true at all. I happen to 
know he’s scored some very im- 
pressive victories over you. 

: So where are you getting your in- 
formation? Those are lies, babe. I 
beat Tommy Turtle every time. I’m 
twice as strong as he is, so it didn’t 
take much effort. Same with Tom- 
my Rich. I understand he’s a for- 
mer World champion, but you’d 
never know it the way I manhan- 
died him. I guess that makes me a 
future World champion, eh? 

: Perhaps. Seems to me you have an 
unfair advantage with all those Di- 
amond ‘Exchange members hanging 
around all the time. If you can’t 
beat your opponent, you’ve got 
Page, Big Daddy Dink, Jim Gar- 
vin, Michael Hayes, and Badstreet 
all backing you up. If you ask me, 
it’s the worst bunch of rulebreakers 
since the heyday of The Four 
Horsemen. 

: So who asked you, anyway? 
You’re starting to get me pretty 
angry now. When was the last time 
you saw any of those guys interfere 
on my behalf? I don’t need The 
Freebirds, I don’t need Page, I 
don’t need nobody to help me win 
my matches. I just need my awe- 
some strength and skill. And that’s 
why Lex Luger doesn’t have long 
for that WCW World belt of his. 


Q: Are you making a public challenge 


A: 


here? 

Did I say that? What I’m trying to 
tell you is that I’m working my 
way to the top slowly but surely. 
I’m beating everyone, and soon the 
WCW championship committee 
won’t have any other choice but to 
put me in the ring with the World 
champion. And I can beat Luger. I 
could’ve beaten Ric Flair, too. I’m 
the wave of the future in WCW, 
the hottest newcomer around. 
Close, but not quite. There’s an- 
other big man named P.N. News 
who tells me he’d like nothing bet- 
ter than to get his beefy mitts on 
you. 


: P.N. News? The singer? The rap 


guy? Oh, sure. Yo baby, yo baby, 
barf ! Get outta my face with that 
bull. All that Armour canned kook 
can do is shake his bulbous butt 


and make up bad poems. I’m sevi- 
ous about what I do. I’m destined 
for greatness, not only to be a con- 
tender, but to be a champion. I’ve 
got the right attitude, the right 
physical skills, and the ring man- 
agement. I’m as serious about 
wrestling as I am in wining, dining, 
and thrilling this bevy of beauties 
that are pawing at this hefty hunk 
right now. 


: What is it you girls see in. him? 


You know, you people really dis- 
gust me. You say you’re a serious 
wrestler, but your lifestyle is pretty 
vulgar for my taste. How do you 
find time to work ojtt? 


: I get plenty of workouts. That’s 


one thing I never skimp on. Every 
day, in the gym, for two to five 
hours. 


Q: How do you determine how many 


Studd says there isn’t any doubt in his mind that he can win the WCW World title, but he 
has to finish with Zenk first, and that won’t be easy. 
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Liz Hunter was so disgusted by Studd’s atti- 


tude toward women, she ended their inter- 
view before she'd asked all her questions. 


Q: 
A: 


hours you’re going to work out in 
any given day? 

That’s easy. I do one hour for ey- 
ery girl I’ve been with the night 
before (Studd and the girls giggle). 
You’re disgusting. 

And you’re a cow. Get with the 
times, girl. You gotta live it up, 
and that’s just what Dallas and 
myself are doing in WCW right 
now. And we’re really gonna live 
when I unveil my new maneuver, a 
finisher that will make me a legend 
from the very first time I apply it. 
So what is it? 

That’s for me to know, Hunter, 
for me to know. Just watch my 
matches in the coming weeks. 
You'll see what I’m up to. And I'll 
leave the whole wrestling world at 
my feet, the same way I dispose of 
my female conquests. 

(standing) That does it! Mr. Studd, 
or whatever it is you want to be 
called, I have to give you credit. 
You’re a fine young wrestler, and I 
agree you have what it takes to be 
a contender. But your attitude— 
especially toward women—is an in- 
sult to my gender. I’m terminating 
this entire interview at once. 
Great. But if you’re gonna leave, 
do it fast, will ya? That cottage 
cheese is killin’ me! L 
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Wresiler 


SPOT 
LIGHT 


Every month, The Wrestler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 
highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport’s greatest stars, culled from 
the most extensive photographic archives 
anywhere in the wrestling world! 


Ron Simmons had such a great football career at Florida State University, the school retired 


his number. On the mat, Simmons’ current goal is Lex Luger’s WCW World belt. 


VEN BEFORE RON Simmons’ 
victory over the mysterious Oz at 
Baltimore Great American Bash, he 
knew it was going to be one of the 
most important matches of his career. 
“1 knew that if I won, a lot of 
people would begin to realize that I 
could really make it again as a singles 
wrestler,’’ Simmons said. “I don’t 
want people to think of me as a mem- 
ber of Doom anymore. That was a 
while ago, but folks still remember 
that.” 
Indeed, it would be hard to forget 
Doom, the team that held the WCW 
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World tag team title from May 19, 
1990, to February 24, 1991. Neverthe- 
less, Simmons would rather be remem- 
bered for feuding with Reed and 
Doom manager Teddy Long. 

“When Long took the team over 
from Woman,’’ Simmons recalled, 
“good things started to happen, I will 
admit that. To win the World title, we 
beat a really great team in the Steiners 
at Capital Combat. But then Teddy 
started having delusions of grandeur. 
He believed he could make Butch and 
me do anything. Well, Reed might 
have bought that, but not me. I’m my 


own man.” 

His own man and on the move. His 
victory over Oz has moved Simmons 
into contention for Lex Luger’s WCW 
World title. With several upcoming 
shots against the “Total Package,” 
Simmons is confident that he will at 
least make a respectable showing. 

“Luger and I were good friends 
once,’’ Simmons said. “tHe helped me 
get my start in Florida back in ’86. But 
when we step through those ropes, the 
old friendship is forgotten, especially 
now that Luger has turned bad again. 
Who can trust him anymore? When 
we meet, I’m certainly going to be on 
my toes at all times.” 

Simmons does have experience as a 
singles champion; in his rookie year of 
1986, he captured the old Florida title 
from Kareem Muhammad. Although it 
wasn’t a major championship, 
Simmons said it was an important and 
unforgettable steppingstone in his 
career. 

“T hadn’t been competing for too 
long when I won that belt,” he said. 
“T knew’ that by beating a tough veter- 
an like Kareem, I had arrived as a 
wrestler. It gave me the confidence to 
take me where I am today, Even if I 
don’t beat Luger for the belt, I’m 
ready for whatever challenges are up 
the road. It’s an exciting time.” 

As Simmons vies for championship 
gold, The Wrestler takes a look back 
at some of his greatest moments in the 
ring. 


y x 
October 1986: One of Simmons’ first pro matches came against 


Bushwhacker Luke Williams (above). November 1988: It’s power 
vs. power as Simmons armlocks another Williams, Steve (below). 


November 1988: 
Simmons’ dislike of 
The Varsity Club 
led him into bouts 
against Mike Rotun- 
do (above). April 
1989: Rick “The 
Dragon” Steamboat 
reluctantly de- 
fended the WCW 
World title against 
the Florida standout 
(right). 


October 1990: Once Simmons got hold of him, Ric Flair was 
“doomed” (below). As Doom, Simmons and Butch Reed cap- 


tured the WCW World tag team title. February 1991: 


Weeks before 
leaving Doom, 
Simmons went 
after U.S. cham- 
pion Lex Luger 
(left). 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


| Each month 
THE WRESTLER’S panel of experts 


Cae will offer their candid opinions of one 


= of wrestling’s stars. Whether an up-and- coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 


our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


Three WWF World titles still aren’t enough to save Hulk Hogan (vanquishing Earthquake) from the '‘X-Ray" pan- 
el’s criticism. The “Hulkster's” detractors question his wrestling ability and quality of opposition. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 
“If you took every compliment in the En- 
glish language and rolled them up into 
one, the big ball of praise would stil/ not 
be enough to extoll the praises of the 
great Hulk Hogan, daddy. This man has 
been a credit to his sport, a credit to the 
WWF, and best of all, he’s never forsak- 
en his fans since turning good in 1981. 
He’s defeated all the great ones for the 
past decade, and he’s still going as 
strong as ever. He’s still the man to beat 
in this game, son.” 


tsp E [ie 


| 
Capt. Lou Albano, long known as “The 
Guiding Light,” has guided 13 tag teams to 
an unmatched 16 WWF World tag team 
titles. 
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LARRY HENNIG 

“Let me make one thing clear here. Hulk 
Hogan is not the top champion in the 
WWF. Sure, he may hold the World title, 
but he’s not a true, fighting champion— 
not like my boy, ‘Mr. Perfect’ Curt 
Hennig. Curt takes ‘em all on. From Bret 
Hart to Kerry Von Erich, he’s in there 
against the cream of the crop every night. 
Hogan would rather wrestle against 
chronic underachievers such as The War- 
lord and Sgt. Slaughter. Hogan should've 
given Curt a title shot long ago.” 
ee ES See 
Larry “The Ax’ Hennig is a four-time for- 
mer AWA World tag team champion; he 
held three of those titles with Harley Race. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 
“I’m sick to my guts of hearing about 
what a great man Hogan is. If he’s such 
an honorable champion, why hasn’t he 
given The Ultimate Warrior a chance to 
regain the WWF World title? After all, the 
Warrior pinned Hogan clean in the middle 
of the ring at WrestleMania VI. Instead, 
Hogan’s hiding behind his phony patrio- 
tism. He claims he wants to rid the U.S. 
of Sgt. Slaughter, but smart observers re- 
alize Hogan’s just a paper champion. The 
big slug makes me puke.” 
SE — —— 
Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the sport's history, runs a wres- 
ting school in Reading, Massachussetts. 


LOU THESZ 

“Years ago, | didn’t think much of Hogan 
as a technical wrestler, but he has more 
skills than he sometimes shows. He 
flabbergasted me during WrestleMania V, 
when he regained his title from Randy 
Savage. During a few moments in that 
match, Savage actually tried to wrestle 
Hogan, but Hulk matched him _hold-for- 
hold. More recently, I’ve seen Hogan uti- 
lize abdominal stretches, Russian leg 
sweeps, and suplexes. Anyone who says 
he can’t wrestle at all is dead wrong.” 

SS ee ee 
Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six 
times during his fabulous 50-year ‘career. 
Many consider him the greatest all-around 
wrestler in history. 


DORY FUNK JR. 
“Hogan’s three reigns as WWF champion 
show just how much the sport has 
changed during the past 20 years. It 
wasn’t that long ago that men such as 
myself, my brother, Terry, Jack Brisco, 
and Bob Backlund were the dominant 
men on the mat. | wouldn’t call any of us 
weaklings, but we were far superior in all- 
around wrestling skill than Hogan could 
ever be. But seven years after he won his 
first World title, Hogan keeps right on win- 
ning. Times have changed.” 

Se Eee ee 
Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World cham- 
pionship from 1969 to 1973. He still wres- 
tles from time to time. 


JIM ROSS 
“| can’t complain about Hogan’s domi- 
nance over the WWF, but the big ques- 
tion will probably never be answered: 
Who's the real World champion? Hogan 
has defeated some fine wrestlers over the 
past seven years, but he never took on 
former WCW World champion Ric Flair. 
He never took on Sting or Rick Steam- 
boat, or even AWA champions Larry 
Zbyszko or Jerry Lawler or Japanese title- 
holders. | admire Hogan, but I'd like to 
see him face more varied opposition.” 

[ee See ae 
Jim Ross ranks among the sport’s most 
respected television commentators. He is 
the host of World Championship Wres 
tling on SuperStation TBS. 
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THE HOTTEST 
NEW ACTION 
IN WRESTLING 
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By Bob Smith 


HEY SAY YOU can't go home 
again, but Brian Adias did just 
that. The 12-year veteran, one of the 
top stars of World Class during the 
’80s, hadn’t competed on a regular 
basis in Dallas in almost three years. 
“Things got kind of stagnant around 
here,” Adias admitted. “I decided I 
could do better in private business 
than I could in wrestling,” 

But then Adias began to hear rum- 
blings about a new wrestling leagsue— 
the Global Wrestling Federation. He 
heard that the wrestling organization 
was based in Barcelona, Spain, and 
that it had tremendous international 
financial backing. He also heard that 
the target state for the debut of its 
U.S. operations was his native Texas. 
He still wasn’t sure he wanted to get 
involved. 
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As the GWF’s June debut drew 
closer, Adias sensed a level of 
excitement in the Dallas area that he 
hadn’t experienced for several years. 
He knew Global would be a success. 
And he knew he wanted to be part of 
it. 

Adias quickly entered his name in 
the GWF’s TV title tournament and 
began intensive training. He liked his 
chances, especially considering the fact 
that the two-day tourney would be held 
in the familiar surroundings of the 
Sportatorium. 

When he arrived at the famed are- 


' na, however, what he saw was hardly 
| familiar. 


A brand new ring. Bold, bright 
lighting. New concession stands. And 


new faces in the crowd; many of them. 


In fact, Adias saw a crowd larger than 


Norman (above) isn’t Norman anymore; he’s 
Makhan Singh, and he’s a whole lot meaner 
than he ever was. 


When the Global Wrestling Federation announced it was 
willing to throw its considerable resources into becoming a 
worldwide force, the sport’s stars quickly took notice. 

Competitors from all over entered the upstart federation— 
and the action has been as hot as the blistering Texas sun! 


Rasta the Voodoo Mon (above) may be the 
Global Wrestling Federation’s most unusual 
competitor. 


any that had attended a card at that 
arena in almost two years. 

“This can’t be the Sportatorium,” 
Adias said. “It doesn’t even look like 
the same place!” 

Actually, it isn’t. The legendary facil- 
ity, now referred to as the Global 
Dome, has been the site of several 
outstanding cards that have fans from 
all around the country talking. After 
almost one year of negotiations, be- 
hind-the-scenes meetings, and contract 
talks, the Global Wrestling Federation 
is ready to make its mark on the U.S. 
wrestling scene. 

‘I'm glad we could get all the details 
ironed out so we could finally make 
our debut,” said GWF interim North 
American Commissioner Max Andrews, 
the former USWA president. “We were 
almost ready to begin six months ago, 
but we wanted to sign the finest talent 
we could. ’m happy we waited it out, 
because now I’d match our talent base 
against anybody’s.” 

GWF officials worked overtime to 


procure stars from all over the wres- 
tling world for its June 28 debut, and 
they managed to come up with an 
impressive roster. From the CNWA in 
Canada came Norman, who _ has 
changed his name back to Makhan 
Singh. From the USWA came John 
Tatum, Jeff Gaylord, and Pvt. Terry 


Daniels. From England came Axl Rot- 
ten—the reigning British Common- 
wealth champion—as well as veteran 


Jeff Gaylord’s (right) power, speed, and 
agility make him a strong contender for 
every GWF title. 
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The crowd-pleasing Patriot (above) won a 
tournament to become the first-ever GWF 
television champion. 


Adrian Street. 

The Georgia All-Star area, now a 
subsidiary of Global, contributed sensa- 
tional young talent such as Billy Black, 
Chris Walker, Big Bully Busick, and 
The Handsome Stranger. These new- 
comers augmented veteran stars Adias, 
Stan Lane, Bill Inin, Doug Somers, 
Jeff Gaylord, and Rip Rogers. 

But the man who outshined them 
all in the first GWF TV tournament 
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was a masked newcomer named The 
Patriot. From the first moment. this 
red, white, and blue-clad fan favorite 
entered the ring, GWF fans realized 
they were seeing a truly gifted athlete. 
At 6'5” and 280 perfectly proportioned 
pounds, Patriot emerged as the federa- 
tion’s strongest man. Add to that his 
amazing aerial skills—and his love of 
his native country—and the fans quick- 
ly dubbed Patriot their new hero. 


Buddy Landell certainly won’t ques- 
tion The Patriot’s talents. The veteran 
grappler was the heavy favorite going 
into the tournament final, but Patriot 
subdued the “Nature Boy” with a flying 
bodypress. : 

“Everything I do, I do for my coun- 
try and for the fans,” said an emotion- 
al Patriot after finishing off Landell. 
‘Tm dedicating my title belt to all the 
citizens of the United States, the great- 
est land in the world. But I realize I've 
got my work cut out for me—there are 
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more titles to be won.” 

For the next GWF title tourna- 
ment—for the light heavyweight title— 
The Patriot would, of course, have to 
be content to be a spectator. Entered 
in this two-night tourney were veterans 
such as Iceman Parsons, Steve Simp- 
son, Randy Rose, and Mike Davis. 
Again, however, a sensational young- 
ster emerged victorious. His name is 
Lightning Kid. 


‘Tm so happy I decided to enter 
Global,” said an exhausted but exuber- 
ant Kid after defeating Jerry Lynn in 
the tourney final. “I only weigh 200 
pounds, but the GWF realizes the 
lighter guys can be just as exciting as 
the 300-pounders. Now, | consider my- 
self the standard for all junior heavy- 
weights. If you think you can match 
skills with me, come to Global and let’s 
find out.” 

However, even with the upbeat re- 
sponse to Global’s first U.S. cards, 


Many Texas fans say “Conan” Chris Walker 
(above) combines the skills of Kerry and 
Kevin Von Erich. The Patriot boasts a stun- 
ning flying clothesline (left). Lightning Kid 
(below) was the surprise winner of the GWF 
light heavyweight tournament. 


there is trouble brewing for many 
GWF stars. When the huge 380-pound 
Singh first appeared in the GWF, fans 
recognizing him as Norman from 
WCW responded by bringing teddy 
bears to ringside. But after Singh start- 
ed dismantling his opponents in a bru- 
tal rulebreaking style, fans’ spirits were 
crushed along with Singh’s foes. 
Equally as disturbing as the altered 
attitude of Singh are the actions of 
Rasta the Voodoo Mon, who has per: 
formed actual—and excruciatingly pain- 
ful—voodoo rituals on his opponents; 
Lane, who has never been more wan- 


tonly brutal; and the devious Landell, . 


who recently threatened to “destroy 


the GWF before it gets a chance to 
get off the ground.” 

That’s not likely to happen. Already, 
Global has a daily television program 
on ESPN, more than 100 stations for 
its syndicated show, and the interest of 
fans all over the country. 

“And this is just the beginning,” ex- 
claimed Patriot. “I know we have some 
problems with some rulebreakers, but 
myself, Chris Walker, and the Kid are 
more than ready for the challenge. 
We're also ready for an even bigger 
challenge, and that’s to make the 
GWF a real force in the wrestling 
world.” 

There is little reason to doubt 
him. E) 


Big Bully Busick (left) 
easily lives up to his 
nickname. From the 
Georgia All-Star area 
comes brutal rule- 
breaker Billy Black 
(bottom left). Global’s 
veterans include for- 
mer AWA tag team 
champion Doug 
Somers (below) and 
multi-titlist ‘Sweet’ 
Stan Lane (bottom). 


Photos by David Fitzgerald 


te ‘ 


A newfound desire to ) 
site page) hasn't dimints 
boat’s wrestling skills; ju 


~ barian (above and far right). 


With fire burning 
above his lips 
and within his 
chest, Rick 
Steamboat is a 
changed man. 
His eyes and 
heart may be set 
on the one big 
jewel that has 
forever eluded 
him: the WWF 
World belt 


breathe fire (OPPO 
shed Rick Steam- 
st ask The Bar- 


By Kostya 


OST OF RICK  Steamboat’s 
attributes have never been ques- 
tioned, by friend or foe. 

Some of Steamboat’s qualities, how- 
ever, have met the sting of criticism. 

No one can argue with Rick’s ac- 
complishments. “The Dragon” is the 
only wrestler to have held the WWF 
Intercontinental, WCW World, and 
WCW US. titles. Add to that the 
three WCW (then NWA) tag team 
championships Steamboat won with 
Jay Youngblood in the early-’80s, and 
there’s no disputing that Rick is a 
winner. 

Nor could anyone deny Steamboat 
his awesome, sinewy physique, a body 
that grows taut and rippling as he 
whips through his impressive martial 
arts repertoire. 


Kennedy 


And there is no honest man alive 
who could label Steamboat any kind of 
a rulebreaker. Throughout the ups and 
downs of his 15-year career, Rick has 
remained staunchly on the good side 
of wrestling law. He is a fan's man; he 
wrestles cleanly or not at all. 

What, then, is the blemish on this 
storied career? Where does Steam- 
boat’s flaw lie? What is the weak link 
in “The Dragon's” long chain of good- 
ness and success? 

There are those who say that Rick 
Steamboat, who has retired several 
times during his career only to come 
back each time, lacks a sense of pur- 
pose, direction maybe even 
intensity. 

A true champion, one with the 

(Continued on page 62) 
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Finally, Lex Luger can claim the 
WCW World title he has strived 
so hard to win. 


WCW TITLE BUT 


By Bob Smith 


S FANS FILED out of the 

Aivzites Arena on the un- 
usually hot evening of July 

14, all was quiet. The jubilation that 
would ordinarily accompany the 
crowning of a fan favorite as World 
heavyweight champion was non- 
existent. 

As the fans headed down the 
exit ramps and into the parking lot, 
they didn’t know quite what to 
think of the events they had just 
witnessed. They had waited so 
long for Lex Luger to win the WCW 
World title, and when he beat Bar- 
ry Windham to accomplish just 
that, most were left confused. 
Some were left bitter. All were 
quiet. 

Before the Great American Bash 
card had begun, fans’ emotions 
were sky-high with anticipation. 
They had thrown their full support 


fending his title strongly for most of 
the past two years, he appeared to 
be primed for the biggest victory of 
his life. 

He seemed have put aside the 
years of frustration over being de- 
prived of World title victories 
through technicalities, being de- 
prived of title matches he felt he 
deserved as number-one challeng- 
er, and then finally being deprived 
of the opportunity to pin the shoul- 
ders of the man who was the 
source of all that frustration—Ric 
Flair. 

On the outside, Luger appeared 
calm and focused. Inside, howev- 
er, Luger was impatient—and 
maybe a little desperate. 

Thinking back, Luger hadn’t 
smiled in a long time. He had his 
game face on since he signed to 
wrestle against Ric Flair for the 


After getting the word from Harley Race, Luger 
nailed Windham with the lethal piledriver 
(above) that lead to the winning pinfall (below). 


behind Luger and were hoping that 
the time had finally arrived for the 
four-time U.S. champion. After de- 


highly publicized pay-per-view 
extravaganza. But it turned out he 
was more than just serious. He 
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was aman that had undergone a 
complete change of attitude. 

The events in the weeks leading 
up to the title bout had changed 
the man who has become known 
worldwide as the “Total Package.” 
Just two weeks before the steel- 
cage showdown, Flair was stripped 
of the WCW title after a contract 
dispute could not be worked out 
between the seven-time champion 
and WCW brass. Windham, as 
number-two contender, was insert- 
ed into the main event in Flair’s 
stead. The vacant title would go to 
the winner. 

To Luger, this was yet another 
symbolic slap in the face. For 
years, he had struggled to master 
Flair without the distraction of out- 
side interference. Now that he had 
finally gotten his chance in a steel 
cage, the opportunity was taken 
away from him. 

The seething Luger claimed he 
was going to ‘“‘make a statement” 
in his bout against Windham, but 
his loyal fans never dreamed of 
what was about to occur. After 
about 11 minutes of the hard- 
fought title contest—which turned 
out to be remarkably even—Wind- 
ham blasted Luger with a perfectly 
executed bodyslam, followed by a 
dropkick from the top turnbuckle. 

A pinfall victory for Windham 
seemed virtually assured, especial- 
ly when Mr. Hughes—the former 
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Windham fought well throughout their 
encounter, as indicated by the intensity 
of this clothesline (above left). The *To- 
tal Package” tried for the win with his 
“torture rack”’ (above right) and a sleep- 
erhold (below). 


bodyguard for The York Founda- 
tion and a close friend of Wind- 
ham’s—showed up at ringside, ac- 
companied by seven-time former 
champion Harley Race. 

Windham walked to the corner 


of the ring to speak with Hughes. 
At the same time, Luger staggered 
to ringside to where Race was 
standing, and the cagey veteran 
told Luger just one thing: 

“Now’s the time!”’ 

With that, Luger kneed Wind- 
ham into the turnbuckles, then 
blasted him with a piledriver—the 
same maneuver that Race used so 
often during his legendary career. 
Three seconds later, Luger had 
scored the pinfall, and the fans re- 
sponded with gales of cheers—for 
about 10 seconds. 

After referee Nick Patrick hand- 
ed Luger the WCW belt, Hughes 
and Race entered the cage and 
raised Luger’s arms in victory. At 
that point, the cheers quickly be- 
came confused rumblings. The 
fans who packed the Arena to see 
Luger win the title had gotten what 
they wanted, but they surely didn’t 
want it on these terms. 

“Not again, Lex,” cried Mary 
Handley, who sat sobbing at ring- 
side. “Not again. How many times 
can this man put us through the 
wringer? How many times can he 
tease us by being a decent guy, 
just to disappoint us all over 
again?” 

In the locker room following the 
victory, a strangely unhappy Luger 
spoke in arrogantly calculating 
terms about his title victory. 

“There’s been a little something 


missing that had been keeping me 
from achieving greatness,” said 
Luger as he sat flanked by Race 
and Hughes. “| needed this man 
here [pointing to Race] to remind 
me that you wrestle for yourself, 
and only yourself. So, in my mind, | 
said to hell with everybody. All | 
needed was an attitude adjust- 
ment. No one’s ever going to take 
advantage of me again.” 

After Luger’s hatred-laced com- 
ments were uttered, even the as- 
sembled reporters were hesitant to 
ask further questions. One brave 
reporter, however, couldn’t help 
but query Luger about his relation- 
ship with the fans. 

“The fans ?” laughed Luger. 
“Since when do | care about 
them?” 

Since when do | care. \n one 
night, in one match, Luger went 
from being one of the most popular 
competitors in the sport to one of 
its most reviled. Luger’s decision 
to hire Race as his adviser left him 
virtually without any supporters— 
especially the wrestlers he once 
called his friends. 

‘| really think the guy’s gone 
overboard,” said Sting, who 
teamed with Luger to take on Rick 
and Scott Steiner at SuperBrawl 
"91 in May—and saved Luger from 
an attack by Nikita Koloff in the 
process. “His frustrated ambition 
has caused him to lose his mar- 
bles, | think. When he went into 
that match with Windham, he knew 
he’d win, because he stacked the 
odds in his favor by hiring Race 
and Hughes. That’s the mark of a 
really desperate guy—and a cow- 
ard. Who knows what kind of gar- 
bage he’ll be capable of in the 
months ahead?” 

Indeed, the future seems bleak 
for the WCW World champion- 
ship. When Flair left WCW, many 
fans rejoiced. No longer would a 
vile, violent rulebreaker set the 
standard for the federation. 

Now, with Luger as champion, 
fans are worried that the future will 
be every bit as bad as the past. L] 
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Windham thought 
Mr. Hughes was 
coming to ring- 
side to help him 
(top), but the big 
man’s distraction 
allowed Luger to 
pounce on Barry 
(above). WCW an- 
nouncer Eric 
Bishoff interviews 
a changed man 
and his new en- 
tourage (left). 


Roddy Piper Faces Reality 
"He's Through = His Body Just 
Can't Take It Anymore” 


Roddy Piper has tried 
to retire several times 
over the past few 
years. Now his body is 
sending hima 
message that he may 
not be able to ignore 


“Well, my retirement wasn’t a 
Mike Tyson retirement—I didn’t 
retire for 28 days and come back. 
I was serious when I retired. I’m 
not coming back, because I’m 
pursuing a movie career now.” 

—Roddy Piper, August 1988 


“T’ve always had a yearning to 
come back, but it’s not going to 
happen. Not soon, not ever.” 

—Roddy Piper, October 1988 


By Eddie Eliner 


HE BAD NEWS is that Roddy 

Piper retumed to the ring 
shortly after announcing his per- 
manent retirement and has been 
there, in one form or another, ever 
since. The good news is that, in 
between bouts, Piper has estab- 
lished himself as a bankable star 
on the screen and in the announc- 
ing booth, careers that assure him 
of a smooth transition once he 
does finally retire. 
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The tragic news is that Piper suf- 
fers from a malady common to 
many professional athletes, but po- 
tentially fatal to professional -wres- 
tlers: Roddy Piper can’t stop 
competing. 

After 16 years in the ring, Piper’s 
body is a catalogue of hundreds of 
major and minor injuries. He has 
been involved in many of the 
sport’s most violent feuds, some 
against opponents outweighing 
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Sgt. Slaughter is one wrestler who has recently laid a heavy beating on “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper. It may be time for Piper to devote all his time to making movies. 
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Ted DiBiase (above) and Irwin R. Schyster 
(right) work on Piper’s injured left knee. 


him by up to 100 pounds. Possess- 
ing the sport's most indomitable 
spirit and a notorious temper has 
gotten Piper into situations other 
wrestlers might flee from. Yet, he 
has never backed down, regard- 
less of personal nsk. 

“Piper? He’s one of the most te- 
nacious battlers in the sport,” 
notes his former tag team partner, 
Paul Orndorff. “He’s not sane. He 
thrives on pain and punishment. 
When wrestlers consider the men 
they’d least like to face, he is al- 
ways at the top of the list.” 

According to a source close to 
the wrestler, Piper might soon re- 
move his name from that list. He 
is, according to the source, sen- 
ously considering retirement, a fi- 
nal and lasting retirement. 

Piper’s reckless style has always 
led to numerous injuries. And, as 
he’s gotten a little older, he’s find- 
ing that those injuries take a little 
longer to heal. He’s questioning 
whether it’s all still worth the 
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suffering. 

In March, Piper was involved in 
a dirt bike accident and seriously 
damaged ligaments in his left 
knee. No sooner did he recover 
than he was back competing in 
the ring, and training Virgil for a 
series of bouts against Ted DiBi- 
ase. That is until this past July, 
when he fractured his left wrist in 


two places in another motorcycle 
mishap. 

Which leads one to believe that 
if Piper bought himself a nice car 
he might prolong his wrestling ca- 
reer. But it’s precisely Piper’s infat- 
uation with “action’—in all its 
forms and toys, that constantly en- 
dangers his health and threatens 
his life. 


“He’s through, his body can't 
take it anymore,” revealed the 
source close to Piper. “His body is 
held together by Crazy Glue. If he 
wants to act in another action mov- 
ie, he better quit the ring for good 
before he risks permanent physi- 
cal and neurological damage.” 

The irony is that while many ath- 
letes are unable to quit their sports 
because they are not adequately 
prepared for life outside the arena, 
Piper has several serious bidders 
clamoring for his services the 
minute he hangs up his wrestling 
boots. 

“The guy must have a dozen 
movie scripts sent to him every 
week,” says one wrestling source. 
“And it’s no secret that every 
wrestling organization wants him 
full-time as their chief analyst. He’s 
even been offered late-night talk 
_ show slots. It’s not like he’d have 
to water plants every day if he re- 
tired from active wrestling.” 

So why has it been so hard for 
Roddy to quit? 

One theory contends that Piper 
is frustrated by the fact he has 
never won a world title. It sug- 
gests an obsession that fits neatly 
into Piper’s manic personality. 

“Absurd!” insists a close friend. 
“Look at the number of legendary 
wrestlers who never won a world 
tile (Andre the Giant, Bruiser 
Brody). Look at the athletes in oth- 
er sports who never played for a 
championship team (Emie Banks, 
O.J. Simpson). Roddy’s accom- 
plishments speak for themselves. 
His achievements transcend title 
belts. Roddy’s ego doesn’t need 
that kind of stroking.” 

In the movie They Live, Piper’s 
first starring role, he played a 
member of the working homeless, 
people who move from town to 
town looking for work. In his film 
odyssey, Piper eventually confront- 
ed and defeated a group of mon- 
sters from outer space. 

Hopefully, in real life, Piper’s 
battle against his own personal 
monsters will be as successful. (J 


The “Rowdy Scot” hasn’t been able to beat Curt Hennig for the Intercontinental title, 
though he has come close. He may be wondering if the title quest is worth the pain. 


41 


The Shocking 
Lawler-Embry Wager: 


ee Jerry Lawler 


ys Robert Fuller 
ely Joyal“ 
as been an extreny 
; rtner since they won the 
USWA tag team title. 


Jeff Jarrett sa 


When Jeff Jarrett and 
Robert Fuller got 
together to win the 
USWA tag team title, Eric 
Embry and Jerry Lawler 
got together to make a 
bet. Will the team last? 
Embry has $10,000 that 
says it won’t! 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


N ONE SIDE of the Pipkin 

Building in Memphis, Tennessee, 
Eric Embry stood and stared in disbe- 
lief. It was May 13, 1991, the night 
Robert Fuller and Jeff Jarrett won the 
USWA tag team title from The Texas 
Hangmen, an event that, just months 
ago, would have been highly unlikely. 

It was the start of a bad night for 
Embry. 

He totally expected Fuller, formerly 
one of the meanest men in the federa- 
tion, to turn against Jarrett at some 
point in the match. But even if that 
didn’t happen, Embry deeply believed 
that Fuller and Jarrett couldn’t possi- 
bly be a cohesive enough team to win 
the belts. 

He- was wrong. 

The moment Jarrett pinned Psycho, 
starting a celebration for Fuller and 
Jarrett that would last most of the 
night, Embry ran back to the dressing 
room. He dug through his equipment 
bag, pulled out a black address book, 
and turned to the “‘L”’ section. He was 
in pursuit of a man named Lawler, 
and Embry had his number. 

He picked up a phone and dialed 
Lawler’s number. It was busy. He di- 
aled again. Still busy. He kept trying. 
It was only minutes before match time. 
Finally, the phone rang. Lawler an- 
swered. Embry started screaming. 

“Lawler, this is Embry. Ten thou- 
sand bucks. I wanna bet you 10 grand 
that Jarrett and Fuller don’t last an- 
other six months together.” 

By that time, Lawler knew exactly 
what Embry was talking about. While 
Embry was trying to reach Lawler, 
Lawler was on the phone with USWA 
officials, getting all of the details of 
Fuller and Jarrett’s marvelous victory. 
Later, Lawler admitted that he half 
expected Embry’s call. 

“I knew he’d be going out of his 
mind,’’ Lawler said. ‘I’m glad I never 
got my number changed after Embry 
turned bad. It would have cost me this 
chance to take his money.” 

Lawler accepted the wager. ‘“You’re 
on,” he told Embry. ‘‘November 13. 
If they’re still together, I win. If 
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they’re not, the money is yours.” 

Embry shouted ‘‘Deal!’’ slammed 
down the phone, and went out to the 
ring where, Fuller and Jarrett no doubt 
still on his mind, he lost his USWA 
Southern title to Bill Dundee. 

Will the night of May 13 also cause 
him to lose $10,000? 

“No doubt about it,” Jarrett said. 
“I know the way Bobby used to be, 
but believe me, he’s totally changed. 
This has nothing to do with Lawler 
and Embry’s bet. You can’t put a 
price on our partnership. In fact, I’m 
actually not too crazy that Jerry and 
Embry are using us for their games. 
This is no game.” 

Fuller agreed. He insists that he is a 
reformed person, and he thanks Jarrett 
for showing him the way. 

“Jeff's a good man, an _ honest 
man,”’ Fuller said. ““This wasn’t some- 
thing I did just because I thought Jeff 
had the best chance of getting me the 
tag belts. This is for real. Long after 
we don’t have the belts, Jeff and I will 
still be buddies, and you can take that 
to the bank.” 

Which is exactly what Lawler plans 
on doing. Ever since Jarrett and Fuller 
won the title, their friendship has be- 
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Fuller (above left) insists his friendship with Jarrett (above right) is for real. He says they're 
serious in their battles against rulebreakers like Tom Prichard (below). 
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mber 13, Lawler wins $10,000 from Embry. 


“The King” is sure that money will never leave his pocket. 


come stronger. They spend most of 
their free time together. In the ring, 
they are improving their teamwork 
with each passing match. 

But Lawler knows that Embry, who 
has since regained the Southern title, 
will go to great lengths to break up 
Fuller and Jarrett. Jarrett reforms rule- 
breakers. Embry makes them rule- 
breakers again. 

“Tm just going to let things take 
their natural course,” Embry insisted, 
but he had a smile on his face as he 
said those words. Embry never lets 
things take their natural course. 

“T know exactly the kinds of things 
Embry’s gonna do,” Lawler ‘said. 
“He'll offer Fuller half of the money 
to turn bad, maybe he’ll even offer 
him the whole thing just to make me 
look bad. But I have faith in Jeff to 
keep this friendship together, and I’m 
even developing some faith in Fuller, 
too. After all, what’s money when you 
finally have a true friend? Fuller’s nev- 
er had that before.”’ 

So many things can happen. What if 
Fuller and Jarrett lose the belts and 
Fuller gets it into his mind that Jarrett 
was the reason? The slightest argu- 
ment—and even the best friends occa- 
sionally argue—could develop into 
something much worse, especially with 
Embry egging them on. 

Right now, Embry doesn’t have 
Fuller’s ear. That could change. He 
could interfere in one of their matches. 
He could make up a story about 
Jarrett that infuriates Fuller. 

Jarrett is a solid citizen. For Fuller, 
the line between good and bad is al- 
most imperceptibly thin. ~ 

The target date is November 13, but 
Lawler is looking far beyond it. He 
wants Fuller and Jarrett to remain 
friends forever. 

“This isn’t about money,” Lawler 
said, ‘‘that was just a response to Em- 
bry’s challenge, and it’ll be fun to take 
his cash and donate it to charity. What 
this really is about is friendship. These 
guys go great together, and I want to 
see them last. And, you know, I want 
to laugh in Embry’s face. 

“T think Jeff and Fuller would like 
to do that, too.” O 
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RIC FLAIR vs. RODDY PIPER 
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The WWF World title isn’t the only major championship that ‘Rowdy’ 


iia 


? Roddy Piper has 


pursued; in 1982, he met Ric Flair for the NWA World belt. 


O WHERE HAVE all the super- 
stars gone? I turn around and Ric 
Flair—the seven-time WCW World 
champion—is gone from the federa- 
tion, seemingly for good. 
I turn around again and Roddy Pip- 
er, one of the WWEF’s most exciting 
and flamboyant personalities, indicates 
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that he may be ready to retire from the 
ring, apparently because of some nag- 
ging injuries he suffered in a pair of 
motorcycle mishaps. 

Frankly, if both of these men are 
gone from the scene, I hope it’s only 
for a short while. I despised the brutal 
and cowardly tactics they both used 


from time to time, but they were both 
wrestlers first and foremost. 

Why do I say this when I’ve gone 
on record many times in the past 
against both of these arrogant men? 
Well, at least they both had the ‘cour- 
age to use actual names. They weren’t 
Undertakers, Mounties, or Diamond 
Studds—they were just Piper and 
Flair. When the bell rang, they relied 
on their own talents rather than their 
images. They were two damn fine 
technical wrestlers. 

Also, these were men who were will- 
ing to put their abilities where their 
rather large mouths were. Sure, they'd 
brag and boast, but when they got in 
the ring they always gave it all they 
had. I can’t think of two competitors 
who gave fans more outstanding 
matches—and more pure thrills—dur- 
ing the past two decades. 

Personally, I believe that the loss of 
Flair is going to hurt the sport, espe- 
cially if he’s gone for a long time. As 
much as the WCW officials probably 
don’t want to admit this, fans were 
chanting ‘‘We want Flair’ throughout 
the Lex Luger-Barry Windham main 


event of the Great American Bash in 
Baltimore. 

I’m sure the fans’ actions weren’t 
meant to show any disrespect to Luger 
or Windham. It’s just that Flair was 
such a vital part of the WCW champi- 
onship scene for so long that most fans 
still can’t believe he’s really gone. 

I guess I’d better get used to the 
idea that Flair and Piper are both out 
of the picture, at least for the time 
being. But I can’t think back on the 
careers of either of these stars without 
remembering their incredible _ title 


match for Flair’s NWA belt back in 
November 
Coliseum. 


1982 at the Charlotte 


Flair headlocks the ‘“‘Rowdy Scot’’ (above), 
who had lost the U.S. title a few months 
before this bout. 


A young, brash Flair was well into 
the first of his seven World title reigns. 
Piper had become the top contender to 
the belt, even though he had lost the 
U.S. championship a few months earli- 
er. But both of these guys were in their 
wrestling primes, and they proved it 
when the opening bell rang. 

Right from the beginning of the 
bout, both mén were determined to 
outwrestle each other. They grabbed 
each other’s shoulders, grappling and 
maneuvering for an advantage. Piper 
caught Flair in a sleeperhold, but Flair 
kept moving, never allowing Piper to 
get a firm hold on his neck. 

Through every move and counter of 


Piper and Flair had a good, old-fashioned fight going (above and below), until Greg 
Valentine and Wahoo McDaniel got involved. The match ended in a double-DQ. 


this valiant struggle, the fans respond- 
ed with cheers. | don’t think those 
people really cared for either guy, but 
they had to be impressed with this con- 
frontation. I know I was. 

Unfortunately, after more than 10 
minutes of classic wrestling, things got 
ugly. Greg Valentine, Flair’s former 
tag team partner, came out to ringside 
and took a seat. Realizing he wasn’t 
there just to enjoy the bout, Wahoo 
McDaniel, then a close confidant of 
Piper’s, came out and leaned against 
the ring apron in Piper’s corner. 

Can you guess what happened next? 
Valentine held Flair’s leg down to the 
mat for extra leverage during a pin 
attempt, and McDaniel became _in- 
censed. After Valentine placed Flair’s 


foot on the ropes during a later pin 
attempt by Piper, the hot-blooded Wa- 
hoo could take no more. He jumped 
into the ring, and Valentine quickly 
followed. A wild four-way brawl: en- 
sued, with both Piper and Flair ending 
up horribly bloodied. Needless to say, 
the bout ended up a _ double- 
disqualification. 

“I don’t need anyone’s help to de- 
feat Piper,” Flair told me after the 
bout, “‘and I am ready for a rematch 
anywhere, anytime, under any 
circumstances.”’ 

The rumor mill says Flair could end 
up in the WWF—where Piper remains 
as a commentator—in the coming 
months. Perhaps that Flair-Piper re- 
match stil/ isn’t out of the question. 1 
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erything a fan could ask of them, and 
then some. The only reason they 
haven't beaten The Nasty Boys for 
the World tag team belts is because 
Hawk has been out with a serious 
injury. If he were 100 percent, the 
title would be theirs, no problem. 
So stop being so critical of these 
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great athletes who, by the way, have 

won World tag team titles in both 

WCW and the AWA. There’s no 

doubt in my mind that they're the 
greatest tag team ever! 

JO GREENWELL 

St. Paul, MN 


CHEERING UNDERTAKER 

You people seem incredulous that 
many of us fans cheer The Undertak- 
er (“Cold Heart, Warm Reception: 
Why Would The Fans Cheer The Un- 
dertaker?”’ September 1991). Well, let 
me tell you why this fan roots for him. 

Yes, he is macabre, but he’s new 
and exciting and different. He is also 
the first man in a good while to pose 
a serious challenge to The Ultimate 
Warrior. Even Ultimate’s fans want to 
see him fight some real competition, 
and The Undertaker is it. 

Now, though | cheer for Undertak- 
er, | absolutely do not condone him 
locking Warrior in a coffin. That time, 
he went much, much too far. But 
when it comes down to getting the 
job done in the ring, Undertaker is 
the one. 

Now if he could only get rid of Paul 
(Un)Bearer(able) ... 

LUCY BUTTON 
Hawthorne, CA 


TOM TERRIFIC 

Even if it was only an “X-Ray” 
(September 1991), I’m glad to see 
that Dr. Tom Prichard received some 
coverage in your magazine. He de- 
serves it 10 times more than some of 


these other bums you feature 
regularly. 
CHRIS WAKISKI 
Lexington, KY 


MORTON’S RIGHT 

So Bob Smith is down on Richard 
Morton for his turn against Robert 
Gibson and his joining The York 
Foundation (“Blindsided,” September 
1991). Well, too bad, Smith. Morton 
had no choice but to do what he did. 
Gibson was just taking too much time 


Perry Lawrence sheds no tears over the 
breakup of The Rock 'n’ Roll Express. In 
fact, he says Rick Morton’s tum against 
Robert Gibson was justified. 

coming back from that knee injury of 
his. Richard (don’t call him Rick) had 
to act fast. 

The York Foundation has the re- 
sources to make Morton a champion 
once again. Even if Gibson comes 
back at 100 percent, he won't be the 
same as he was when The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express won its four World tag 
team titles. 

PERRY LAWRENCE 
Columbia, SC 


INJUSTICE 

| read your “Q&A: Sid Justice” 
(September 1991) with great interest. 
This man is on his way to doing 
great things. It’s a shame that WCW 
let him go. In the WWF, he very 
quickly became a contender for 
championship gold. His fearlessness 
and fearsome countenance make 
him a standout. 

Whether he’s good or bad doesn’t 
matter; Justice is ready to deal out 
his own unique brand of justice, and 
it's not going to be pretty. 

HAROLD LEWIS 
South Bend, IN 


PRIME TIME RULES! 
In response to Art Backstrom’s let- 
ter in the August 1991 edition 


(‘Prime Time Pain”), | must say that 


| beg to differ. 
The “new” WWF Prime Time 
Wrestling show is innovative, exciting, 


and comic. The old Prime Time was 
boring and bland. If it hadn’t been for 
Bobby Heenan’s wit and humor, | 
would not have watched the show at 
all. 

And as for Gorilla Monsoon being 
articulate, knowledgeable, and pa- 
tient, well, that’s the first time I’ve 
heard anyone ever say something 
good about him. Get real: The man 
has the personality of a wall. 

Thank God for Vince McMahon. It 
is because of him that the WWF is 
number one! 

STEVEN SALAMI 
Staten Island, NY 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 
| am sick and tired of seeing Won- 


A GALAXY OF WoW 


der Years star Jason Hervey on YOUR STARBY-STAR Guine Tp 
WCW broadcasts. | congratulate Paul 
E. Dangerously for cracking him in 
the head with his portable telephone 
during Clash of the Champions XV. 

(Continued on page 50) 


68 Pages Of Full Color, 
Slick Paper, 
Power-Packed 
Photography, 

And Hard-Hitting Action 


VOUVENEVER SEEN 
es surg ie 


Hervey over the head with a telephone, And You ll Never Forgive 
Mike Malesey stood up and cheered. Yourself if You Miss it! 


ace: 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 49) 


Maybe that knocked some sense into name on all WCW television broad- 
him and he will stay away from WCW casts. Several months later, The 
and stick to making TV shows. Wrestler and her sister publications 
MIKE MALESEY began using WCW instead of NWA. 
Flatrock, MI However, the real death of the NWA 

came on July 1, 1991. 

On that day, Flair ended the NWA 
when he basically gave up his sev- 
enth world title. I’m not sure what Ric 
will do next, but wrestling will not be 
the same. Even if Ric enters the 
WWF, he will be a different wrestler, 
with no past, no former world titles, 
and a new nickname. | hope he ei- 


SUPERFREAKS 

I’ve had it! I’m sick of all these new 
re freaks in WCW. Have they stooped 
| YY < so low as to join the ranks of the 
si — ‘A: WWF? 
roy tes bk. “eee gy | Who are these freaks? Johnny B. 
A STEEL CAGE! ONLY THE STRONG WILL | Badd, P.N. News, Oz, Badstreet, The 


SURVIVE! The WCW forces have amassed Desperadoes. |’v j 
and there is only one solution to these ring P aye been an avid fan ther retires or goes into the indepen- 
tensions ... WAR GAMES! Bonecrushing | Of WCW for eight years now and | dent circles 


teams collide in this spectacular event that i i 
can obiy!-ehel ie tei ere a paddies don't want to see a good league like The birth of WCW with Lex Luger 


DOWN-DRAGOUT BLOWOUT! On this | this one go down the tubes. : 4 

spectacular videotape, ‘sea Sting, eckigee ERIC Fox @° its World champion could have 
Stan Hansen, Doom, Rick & Scott Steiner, K ha. WI been great, but it looks like Lex will 
utd NEES and many more top ees return to being a rulebreaker with 
po = = Harley Race at his side. If this is true, 
i Send To: R\WRESTLE | THE NAME GAME it brings to mind the old saying, “The 
| T.V. Sports Video Inc. RaWan | At Starrcade ‘90, Sting and The more things change, the more they 
| Box 1672 ONLY Black Scorpion (Ric Flair) wrestled in remain the same.” 
j Greenwich, CT 06836 ©=$39,95 || the “first WCW World title match,” DEVEN MERCER 
] Visa Or MasterCard pha $3 postage thus ending the use of the NWA Burleson, TX 0 
| CallTol Fre: = 
j —1800729-0860 engl 
| Please send me copies of 
j WRESTLE WAR ’91 

“War Games” 


Please indicate method of payment: 


0 Check or money order 
| (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports Video) 


I ovisa . 
| aa eae Nt. eS 


| ©) MasterCard 


| Expiration Date: _/__ 
| MO/YR 
| Name 
| Address 
City 
Zip 


Video $ 


Plus $3 Postage & Handling For Each Tape $ 


Total $ 


(Allow up to four weeks for delivery. Offer good in U.S. only. Foreign or- | 
ders must include $6 for each tape ordered to cover air mail postage and 


. Videocassettes os -4 ” - 
| tio daye of ockpt Plas estos wren uplcate when reunedwit |! Reader Deven Mercer doesn't want to remember Ric Flair as The Black Scorpion, he wants 
fect and send to address above. No other retums allowed.) _J to remember him as a great NWA (not WCW) World champion. 


THIS MONTH IN... 


Our investigation reveals: The truth 
behind the HULK HOGAN-RANDY 
SAVAGE connection 


An exclusive “Hotseat” interview with 
LEX LUGER: “‘It’s time for the world to 
forget RIC FLAIR!”’ 


PLUS... 

WAR GAMES: Cowards need not apply! 
... The “fine” art of hiding foreign 
objects... The end of an era—or a new 
beginning? Where does RIC FLAIR go 
from here? .. . The Mounties always get 
their man—and this time, it’s THE 
MOUNTIE!. .. EDDIE GILBERT and 
CACTUS JACK go “One On One”’ 


All this—and much more... 
in the November 1991 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


NOW ON SALE! 


a estlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


Your wedding gift for RANDY SAVAGE 
and ELIZABETH: Help lift the ‘Macho 
suspension! 


3 


Man’s 


Are you crazy, FLYIN’ BRIAN? Keep 
that mask on—or you'll be banned for 
life! 


PLUS... 

FULL-COLOR pinup plus career bio of 
BOBBY EATON ... The PWIDream 
Tournament semifinals: YOU decide 
who wins! .. . Our plea to WWF and 
WCW: Bring JUSHIN “THUNDER” 
LIGER to America! .. . No laughing 
matter: THE BUSHWHACKERS are 

serious contenders! . . . Exclusive “Press 
Conference” with TITO SANTANA 


All this—and much more... 
in the November 1991 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


Kensuke Sasaki on March 21] in 
Tokyo. 

“This just gives me more of a 
reason to get back in action as 
soon as possible,” said Scott Stein- 
er, who is convalescing at his Bay 
City, Michigan, residence. “TI think 
the IWGP officials realize that I 
never would’ve been forced out of 
action if it hadn’t been for that at- 
tack by The Hardliners [Dick Slater 
and Dick Murdoch]. To tell you the 
truth, I’m going crazy sitting on the 
sidelines. By the time I get back, 
I'll be in such a wild mental state 
that I'll probably put Murdoch and 
Slater out for good—and that’s the 
least they deserve!” 

Congratulations to Jeff Jarrett 
and Robert Fuller, who regained 
the USWA tag team title from the 
burly Barroom Brawlers on July 15 
in Memphis—just one week after 
Robert and Jeff were stripped of 
the belts after losing a disqualifica- 
tion decision to the Brawlers at the 
Pipkin Building. It’s great to see 
Fuller and Jarrett, former enemies, 
working so well together 
Speaking of the USWA, have you 


Rob Zakowski, a remarkably impressive 
rookie currently wrestling in the USWA, has 
to be seen to be believed! 


52 


WHAT’S HAPPENING 


(Continued from page 7) 


Mr. Moto, shown here wrestling Vic Christy in a 1963 match in Los Angeles, recently 


passed away at the age of 71. 


seen sensational rookie Rob 
Zakowski? This former kick-boxer 
displays moves I’ve never seen 
before, including his amazing split- 
legged moonsault. Rob’s matches 
against Dan Davis have been real 
classics! 

Tommy Rich has joined The 
York Foundation. Naturally, he 
now wants to be known as Thomas 
Rich ... Young Bobby Rogers won 
the new Florida Wrestling Associ- 
ation junior heavyweight title by 
beating Johnny Valdez on July 20 
in Miami ... The Cuban Assassin is 
back and busting heads in the 
UWF. 

The incredible Lightning Kid 
soared past several veteran com- 
petitors to win the first Global light 
heavyweight title in a tournament 
on July 13 at the Global Dome ... 
Pacific Northwest officials held up 
the PNW belt after a wild bout be- 
tween champion Steve Doll and 


Ron Harris on July 5 in Eugene, 
Oregon, but Doll regained the belt 
by beating Hamis in a rematch on 
July 14... WWF star Jake Roberts 
was forced out of action in July 
when an old neck injury flared up. 
Roberts asked former Hart Foun- 
dation stalwart Jim Neidhart to take 
his place in a pair of matches 
against Earthquake—and sure 
enough, “The Anvil” beat the 462- 
pound Canadian monster both 
times! 

Mr. Moto, a top star of the ’50s 
and ’60s, died on July 6 in Los An- 
geles. Moto, one of the first men 
to hurl salt at his opponents, made 
headlines in 1964 when he be- 
came a fan favorite after more than 
a dozen years as a hated mile- 
breaker. Moto was the first cousin 
of Duke Keomuka, another old-time 
star who died just six days earlier 
in Las Vegas. Moto was 71, while 
Keomuka was 70. Oo 


May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 


ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 


December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 


Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 


January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include: War- 
fiors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 


March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 


Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 


May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 


July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS COLOR SEC- 
TION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Siories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&A Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel, 


November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/BONUS COLOR SEC- 
TION! Plus: Slaughter, Rich, Flair, Kerry, 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 
March 1986/Slories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 
April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
udu ust 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
logs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include; Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A,, Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 
April 1987/Stories include; Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 
May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 


July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord: 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

April 1988/Stories include; Bonus 4- 
page color section! Starrcade, Survivor 
Series, World Class. 

May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 

September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Siories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
February 1989/Stories include: War- 
riors, Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 
March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, 
Flair, Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 
April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 


BACK ISSUES 07 xa 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 


duly 1989/Stories include; Warrior, Ho- 
gan-Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, 
Hayes, Long, Embry, WWF Horsemen. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 
January 1990/Stories include; Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn, 
February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown, 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Flair-Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 
April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 
May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ulti- 
mate, Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 
June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom, 
September 1990/Stories include: Uiti- 
mate, Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 
October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger 
& Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
December 1990/FULL-COLOR 
SummerSlam coverage. Plus: Warrior, 
Arn, Hansen, Slaughter, Memphis. 
January 1991/Stories include; Survivor 
Series, Sting, Beefcake, Flair, Woman. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting-Vi- 
cious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Cornette, Steiners, 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBi- 
ase, Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo, 
June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, 
Nastys, Sting, Flair, Cactus Ja 
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In case of a sellout, indicate substitute 


| THE WRESTLER MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: | 
| CoUNE7S GAPR8O [1DECe2 L1MAReS | MARBT | ana T.V. SPORTS ONLY | 
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SUPER COLOR 
GRAB BAG 


“THEY'RE GOING FAST!” 


Our most popular back issue offer! 
Each of these Super Color Specials 
opens up to become a giant 8-page 
22" x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times 
the size of a regular PW/ centerfold!). 


| Make Check Payable And Send To: | 
| T.v. SPORTS | 
| Box 48 | 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Please send me the Super Color Specials! 
I i've checked below. | enclose $3.00 for 
each one I'm ordering, or $7.50 for all] 
pees. 


0 SCs #1 
| G ses #3 
| O ses#s 


| PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Alternate choices | 


Name. 
Address. Apt. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| City —_ I 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| State Zip 

| For all orders except the U.S., you must add$1.50 

| for every order for boat mail, and $3.00 for every 
order for airmail. Int'l money order only. 

| Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


virtually every memorable WCW 
singles match. That’s fine. That’s 
great. But now it’s time for some 
new blood. It’s time for some 


great matches involving wrestlers 
not named Flair. 

Flair had a great run. He’s one 
of the greatest wrestlers that ever 
lived. Now it’s time for him and 
WCW to go on. Sometimes, the 


“Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase (above left) was willing to make Sid Justice (above right) a 
very rich man. To the delight of the fans, Sid said ‘‘no.”’ 


iN 


most unfortunate circumstances 


lead to the most fortunate 
outcomes. 
FINAL OPINION: Methinks 


Luger was on the verge of finally 
beating Flair anyway. Quite obvi- 
ously, Flair no longer had his 
heart in it. 

NEWS ITEM: WWF head Vince 
McMahon Jr. admits to the nation- 
al media that he used steroids 
once. Hulk Hogan appears on 
The Arsenio Hall Show and 
swears that he used steroids only 
by prescription to help heal an 


injury. 
FIRST REACTION: Oh. 
INFORMED REACTION: Ho- 
gan was extremely convincing. | 
even got the feeling Arsenio be- 
lieved him. 


Most importantly, wrestlers— 


and everybody else—must learn 
from all that is being written and 
said about the effects of anabolic 


r A 
; 
=< ~~ 


steroids. Measured against the 
possible side effects of taking ste- 
roids, the short-term financial re- 
wards the steroids might bring tru- 
ly pale. 
FINAL OPINION: Wrestling was 
a great sport before the introduc- 
tion of steroids, and would be 
great if steroids were eliminated. 
NEWS ITEM: Sid Justice turns 
down a big-bucks offer from ‘‘Mil- 
lion-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase. 
FIRST REACTION:  DiBiase 
didn’t offer him enough money. 
INFORMED REACTION: Jus- 


tice plans to make the most of his 
stay in the WWF. He plans to 
make a run at the top. 

Justice knows what kind of 
money he can make by being 
successful. He had a choice: He 
could take the easy money and 
pass on the hard work, or face 
the tough climb and shoot for the 
gold ... and the gold belt. 

Maybe Sid has finally matured. 
His stay in WCW, while beneficial 
in some ways, was basically a 
waste of time. Sid got in with the 
wrong crowd: The Four 
Horsemen. 

Now it looks like Sid is on the 
right track. If I’m Hogan or Inter- 
continental champion Curt 
Hennig, |’m either looking over 
my shoulder or running for cover. 

Sid’s here! 

FINAL OPINION: Do | have to 
call him Sid Justice? 

NEWS ITEM: The editors of /n- 
side Wrestling team with WCW’'s 
Dennis A. Brent to come out with 
the first issue of WCW Magazine. 

FIRST REACTION: It’s a 
dandy! 

INFORMED REACTION: With 
high-quality color photos, high- 
quality glossy pages, high-quality 
writing (of course), WCW Maga- 
zine is... a high-quality 
magazine! 

FINAL OPINION: Do | get a 
raise? 

NEWS ITEM: Jerry Lawler and 
Eric Embry continue their war in 
the USWA. 

FIRST REACTION: Who do | 
root for? 

INFORMED REACTION: Both 
men are crazy. Both are liable to 
turn bad at any time. Who do | 
root for? 

FINAL OPINION: | root for Em- 
bry. Lots of Elvis Presley fans root 
for Lawler. That’s just not my 
game. 

Now wasn’t that a_ learning 
experience? C) 


A TRIPLE-DOSE 


OF HOT ACTION! 


In addition to all the regular stories, interviews, and special features, these in- 
credible issues of The Wrestler, Inside Wrestling, and Sports Review Wrestling 
offered readers exclusive bonus sections. These magazines were newsstand 
sellouts, and are available only through this special offer 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! 
Be sure to order yours today! 


< SPECIAL ISSUE #1 

_ The spectacular August 1989 edition of The Wres- 
tler provided very special FULL-COLOR coverage 
of one of the most historic days in wrestling histo- 
ry: SuperCard Sunday. On that day, WrestleMania 
V and Clash of the Champions Vi took place, and 
this once-in-a-lifetime magazine provides all the 
action and analysis of a once-in-a-lifetime day! 


_ < SPECIAL 
__ ISSUE #2 
_ The March 1990 edi- 
tion of Inside Wrestling 
is a collector’s dream: 
A magnificent eight- 
mH Page FULL-COLOR 
 ~section highlights all 
_ the big events of the 
| ’80s! Plus, you geta 
——. dynamic and fast- 

» paced year-by-year re- 
view of the decade. It’s 
@ magazine you'll cher- 
' ish forever, truly a one- 
of-a-kind piece of wres- 
tling history! 
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< SPECIAL ISSUE #3 

The December 1989 issue of Sports Review Wres- 
tling called it “‘Wrestling’s Hottest Summer 
Everl’’—and indeed it was! In that issue, readers 
saw four pages of glorious FULL-COLOR cover- 
age of the NWA’s Great American Bash and the 
WWF's SummerSlam 89. A very special editorial 
section offered exclusive in-depth analysis of both 
events. 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


(Continued from page 14) 


Rambo pinned Bobby Blair ... 
PNW tag team champions The 
Bruise Brothers wrestled Steve 
Doll & Crush to a double-countout 
... Larry Oliver drew with Doug 
Masters. 


Nashville, TN (Correspon- 
dent—Shery! Dunn): Still livid 
over his controversial loss to 
Nikita Koloff at The Great Ameri- 
can Bash pay-per-view card, Sting 
was glad to get another shot at 
Koloff in this best-of-three-falls en- 
the Municipal 


counter at 
Auditorium. 


: aay 
he $ 

Sting avoided being stung by Nikita Koloff 
when they faced off in a best-of-three-falls 
contest in Nashville, Tennessee. 


As Sting was coming to the 
ring, Nikita viciously attacked him. 
Throughout the first fall, Koloff re- 
peatedly laced into the “Stinger” 
with kicks and punches and illegal 
maneuvers. Sting fought hard, but 
he couldn’t avoid being pinned, 
especially when Nikita placed his 
foot on the ropes to make the 
cover. 

The second fall belonged to the 
“Stinger.” Whatever advantage 
Nikita gained, he didn’t hold for 
very long. Hardly anyone was sur- 
prised when Sting pinned Koloff 
to even the match at a fall apiece. 
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Marty Jannetty forces a meeting of the minds between Jerry Sags and Brian Knobs. The 


Nasty Boys didn’t expect such a tough match from The Rockers. 


Fall three was marred by a lot 
of fighting outside the ring. When 
the brawling got too out of hand, 
the referee began his 10-count. 
Sting made it back in on time, but 
Nikita did not. Sting was the win- 
ner by countout, and, for at least 
one night, possessed the upper 
hand in this long, intense feud. 

In other bouts: Terrence Taylor 
beat Black Bart ... Johnny B. 
Badd defeated P.N. News .. 
WCW TV champion Steve Austin 
defeated Mike Graham ... Rich- 
ard Morton beat Robert Gibson 
... Rick Steiner & Ron Simmons 
defeated The  Hardliners 
WCW World champion Lex Luger 
pinned Bobby Eaton ... Yellow 
Dog defeated Barry Windham by 
countout. 


Landover, MD _ (Correspon- 
dent—Ray Ney): The Nasty Boys 
have been so busy defending 
their WWF World tag team title 
against The Legion of Doom, they 
weren’t too concerned about de- 
fending the belts against The 
Rockers at the Capital Centre. 
They should have been. 


The match started off slowly, 
but The Rockers quickly began to 
dazzle the Nastys with stellar sci- 
entific maneuvers. To save his 
men from humiliation, Jimmy Hart 
felt the need to get involved. 

As Jerry Sags and Shawn Mi- 
chaels battled outside the ring, 
Hart handed his motorcycle hel- 
met to Brian Knobs, who clocked 
Marty Jannetty with it and cov- 
ered him for the pin. However, 
Michaels got back in the ring in 
time to save his partner from the 
three-count. 

Soon, all four men ended up 
outside the ring, brawling up and 
down the aisles and _ brutalizing 
each other with chairs. Both 
teams were counted out. 

In other bouts: Berzerker beat 
Koko B. Ware ... Irwin R. Shy- 
ster defeated Greg Valentine ... 
The Bushwhackers & Virgil beat 
The Orient Express & Mr. Fuji... 
Kerry Von Erich wrestled to a 
double-countout against The War- 
lord ... The Ultimate Warrior beat 
The Undertaker ... Jim Neidhart, 
substituting for Jake Roberts, beat 
Earthquake. O 
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COLLECTORS’ EXTRAVAGANZA! 


No wrestling magazine anywhere is more respected than 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. And no editions of PWI are more coveted by collectors than the very 


THE BIG ONES 


Each of these spectacular year-end is- 
sues is 100 pages in length—packed with 
full-color_—with full details of the 
“Achievement Awards” for the year just 
ended. Plus, you get special features like 
the “PWINDEX,” the ‘Year In Review,” 
“Unofficial Official Awards,” ‘‘Predic- 
tions,” and more. AVAILABLE: March 
1988 (1987 in review), March 1989 (1988 
in review), March 1990 (1989 in review), 
March 1991 (1990 in review). 
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special issues you see here! 


ANNIVERSARY 
SPECTACULARS 


Two remarkable anniversary celebrations 
were marked with magnificent once-in-a- 
lifetime 100-page issues of PWI. Decem- 
ber 1987: Our 100th issue! Nineteen 
pages of full color! Features include: The 
10 Most Influential Wrestlers of the PWI 
Years, The 10 Greatest Events of the 
PWI Years, “‘Unofficial Official Awards” of 
the PWI Years, Behind The Scenes at 
PWI, and much more! September 1989: 
Sensational 10th anniversary issue! Eigh- 
teen pages of full color! Features include: 
Special Analysis: 12 Who Made A Differ- 
ence, 10th Anniversary Book of Lists, 
PWI Superstats, a look back to our first 
issue, and much more! 


SUPERCARDS 

The PWiI “SuperCards” editions set new 
standards for wrestling journalism. Bonus 
pages, special 12-page color sections, the 
popular “Book of Lists,” and in-depth 
analyses highlight these magnificent vol- 
umes. AVAILABLE: September 1986: 
WrestleMania Il, Crockett Cup |, Parade 
Of Champions Ill, WrestleRock ’86. Sep- 
tember 1987: WrestleMania Ill, Crockett 
Cup ll, UWF Superblast, Parade Of 
Champions IV. September 1988: Wres- 
tleMania IV, Crockett Cup Ill, AWA Rage 
in the Cage, Clash of the Champions. 
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ORIGINAL 
BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING 
NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING IL- 
LUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for sale 
in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and 
sold his interests in 1964. Each issue contains 
an exciting wrestling section, crampacked with 
thrilling photos and award-winning stories. No 
wrestling fan can call his magazine collection 
complete without these back issue treasures. 
(Some copies are damaged. However they are 
more than worth the price because of their 
rarity) 


ALL SALES FINAL NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 


WRESTLING NEWS 
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YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


being financed by a large Japanese 
concern, and he’s filling my pock- 
ets with long green. Thanks to 
- Tojo, I’m rich and I’m a champi- 
on. Sure, we had a little argument 
a couple of months ago in Dallas, 
but we both came to our senses. 
We compliment each other perfect- 
ly—he’s a creep, and I’m a sneaky 
devil! What could be better?”’ 


o &.., 
Salva 
Fi 


“Dallas can say that Studd is bet- 
ter-looking and all that, but it’s 
just one man’s opinion. Personally, 
I'll be happy to let the fans make 
up their own minds about that 
one. No, what really irks me about 
Studd is his arrogance and his al- 
most uncaring attitude toward the 
sport and the fans. The way he 
makes women come to the ring 
and rip off his warmup pants is an 


Q: “I’ve just got to get an answer 
about something from my favorite 
wrestler, Tom Zenk: For a while, 
Tom, you actually seemed to be 


bothered that ‘Diamond’ Dallas 
Page was touting his new protege, 
The Diamond Studd, as wrestling’s 
ultimate stud. Do you really care 
about who’s more handsome?” — 
Pam Smith, Delmar, NY 


A: “That’s not what bugs me about 


Page and Studd,” insisted Zenk. 


Tom Zenk insists that if ‘Diamond’ Dallas 
Page stopped interfering, he’d easily beat 
Diamond Studd. 


insult to females everywhere. But 
it’s Page that really makes me an- 
gry. He says he’s the manager of 
champions, but all he does is or- 
chestrate two-on-one attacks. I just 
know that if I can get Studd alone 
in the ring, I can beat him—with 
ease.” 


Q: “I can’t believe, you, Norman .. . 


or I guess I should say Makhan 
Singh. I loved you for almost two 
years, but now you’ve become one 
of the most brutal men I’ve ever 
seen. Why did you turn against 
your fans—and turn against 


me ?’’—Mary Ann Sanders, Ft. 
Worth, TX 


Wave a teddy bear in Makhan Singh’s face, 


and he’ll probably rip it to shreds. 


A: “I don’t care about you, Sanders,”’ 


said the fermerly amiable Singh. 
“Pm just getting back to my roots, 
that’s all. A few years ago, I was 
the Stampede North American 
champion, the most feared wrestler 
in all of Canada. My name during 
that time was Makhan Singh, but 
after that I changed my name to 
Norman and headed for WCW. 
Well, the fans loved me there, but 
what championships did I win? 
The World title? Even the TV belt? 
No, I didn’t win squat. That’s 
why, when I decided to enter the 
new Global Wrestling Federation, I 
decided to get back to basics. No 
more teddy bears. No more waving 
to the crowd. From now on, I’m 
using my 368 pounds to crush peo- 
ple—and The Patriot better watch 
his red, white, and blue butt. 
That’s because I’m gonna take his 
TV title and unmask him in the 
process.” O 


8 CLASSIC WRESTLING VIDEOS 
A MUST FOR COLLECTORS 


WRESTLING GOLD 


THESE WRESTLING HALL OF FAME VIDEO CASSETTES 
CONTAIN COMPLETE MATCHES AND ACTION 


HIGHLIGHTS. RUNNING TIME 43-57 MIN. EACH!! 
WRESTLING GOLD I WRESTLING GOLD II 
VOL.10 VOLio 
Rock 'n' Roll Express vs. Randy Savage Randy “Macho Man" Savage vs. 

& Lanny Poffo "Ravishing” Rick Rude 


Hulk Hogan vs. Jerry Lawler 

Nick Bockwinkel ys, Manny Fernandez 

The Sheik vs. Mark Lewin 

David & Kerry Von Ench vs. Gene Yates 
& Baron Krupp 

The Fabulous Blonds vs. PYT Express 

The Road Warriors vs. Austin Idol & 
Jerry Lawler 


VOL. 20 

Randy Savage vs. Jerry Lawler (Cage) 

The Samoans vs. Ted DiBiase & Bob Roop 

B. Sammartino & Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Ernie Ladd & Baron Von Raschke 

Tully Blanchard vs. Manny Fernandez 

Rick Rude vs. Jerry Lawler 

The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser & Little 

Bruiser vs. Blackjack Mulligan, 

Bobby Heenan & Blackjack Lanza 


VOL.30 

Tommy Rich & Eddie Gilbert vs. 
Phil Hickerson & The Spoiler 

Rock "n" Roll Express vs. 

Randy Savage & Lanny Poffo 

Dick Slater vs. Dory Funk Jr. 

The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Cage) 
The Fabulous Blonds vs. 

Al Perez & Manny Fernandez 

Terry Funk vs. Harley Race 

Pepper Gomez vs. The Bounty Hunter 


VOL.40 

Austin Idol vs, Jim Neidhart 

Junkyard Dog vs. Butch Reed 

Rick Rude, Jim Neidhart, Ox Baker & 
The Japanese Assassin vs. Robert Reed, 
Tiger Mask, Keith Eric & Mad Dog 

King Kong Bundy vs. Jerry Lawler 

Terry Funk vs. Mark Lewin 

Tommy Rich vs. Massai Ito 

Jerry Lawler vs. Kamala 

Ray Stevens, Blackjack Mulligan & Baron 
Von Raschke vs. The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser 

& Sailor Art Thomas 


SEND ME ALL FOUR VOLUMES ABOVE [] 


The Sheik vs. Andre the Giant 
Pampero vs. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody& Scott Casey vs. Kelly 
Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Chief Jay Strongbow vs. 
Bulldog Don Kent (Cage Match) 
King Kong Bundy & "Ravishing” Rick Rude 
vs, Jerry Lawler & Randy "Macho Man” Savage 


VOL20 

The Wrestling Bear 

Terry "The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) vs. 
Andre the Giant 

Arm Wrestling: Tommy Rich vs. Rick Rude 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Bobby Heenan vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis 


VOL.30 


le 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Terry Allen $19 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield ‘ 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 


Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 


voL.40 
The Sheik'vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Mud Match) 
Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 
Terry "The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) 
vs. The Outlaw 
Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Caseyé& Terry Allen 
Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel & Tommy Rogers & 
Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates &The Grapplers 


SEND ME ALL 4 VOLUMES ABOVE [1] 
ITHER 4 VOLUME SET FOR 


YES! SEND ALL8 VOLUMES FOR JUST $119.95 ONLY $59.95 II! 


Send to: T.V. Sports Video, Inc, 
P.O.Box 1672 
Greenwich, CT 06836 


UPS Postage & Handling Charges 


1-3 Videos add $3.00 
4-8 Videos add $6.00 


Visa & MasterCard orders: 1-800-729-0360 VHS FORMAT ONLY 
Please send me the videos I checked above. I have enclosed payment for each video 


plus postage & handling charges. I will allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. 


VISA # EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 
MASTERCARD # EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 
Name 

Street Address Apt. # 

City State Zip Code 


For overseas customers: These tapes do not come in PAL format/Only NTSC format, 
Foreign orders add $6.00 per video for air mail delivery. Exchanges on defective tapes 
only! International money orders in US funds only. 
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INTRODUCING 


(Continued from page 18) 


G.Q. Stratus assaults Ray Odyssey (above). Stratus’ partner, Mike Samson, chinlocks Dusty 
Wolfe (right). Casey says his men’s second IWCCW tag title reign will be their greatest. 


would never have happened. 

“I’m more than happy to take 
credit for my boys’ ascent into 
superstardom,”’ bragged the ar- 
rogant Casey, a former pro golf- 
er who entered the mat sport in 
1986. “But don’t take anything 
away from my Babies. Mike and 
G.Q. are two never-say-die 
brawlers who don’t give up until 
their opponents are bloody and 
beaten. That’s why they’re the 
finest team I’ve ever 
managed!” 

Casey, who claims he became 
a millionaire during his golf ca- 
reer, was a successful manager 
in Virginia and Georgia for five 
years before entering IWCCW. 

In 1986, one of his former 
partners on the links, wrestler 
“Punisher” Tommy Rose, sug- 
gested that Casey become a 
manager. The suggestion ap- 
pealed to him greatly. 

“| made scads of cash as a 
golfer, so why not put my mon- 
ey to good use?’ recalled 
Casey while scraping a molar 
with a gold toothpick. ‘‘Manag- 
ing turned out to be easy. | ad- 
vised Ivan Koloff in Virginia for 
two years, led The Cream Team 
to the Virginia Wrestling Associ- 
ation tag title, and managed 
Buddy Landell and Abdullah the 
Butcher to greatness. But my 
finest accomplishment—turning 
Samson and Stratus into my 
Babies—was still to come.” 
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Casey first spotted the team 
of Samson and Stratus in Vir- 
ginia in 1989. Actually, Samson 
and Stratus Jost their VWA title 
to Casey’s duo of The Cream 
Team. But after the match, both 
the losing team and the manag- 
er were greatly impressed with 
each other. 

“| couldn’t believe how hard 
Casey worked for his men,” 
said Samson, a solid 6’1”’, 235- 
pounder, whose brawling skills 
perfectly augment the canny 
rulebreaking of the 6’3’’, 260- 
pound Stratus. “| knew if we 
wanted to make it big on a na- 
tional basis, we needed a good 
manager. A few months later, | 
swallowed my pride, called 
Kevin, and asked if he’d work 
with us. | was kind of shocked 
when he agreed, but it’s been 


nothing but big wins ever 
since!”’ 
Actually, it’s been Casey’s 


meddling that has propelled the 
Babies to their greatest vic- 
tories. In April, Samson and 
Stratus defeated The Undertak- 
ers for the IWCCW tag belts, 
but only because both Babies 
used Casey’s driver to blast 
Punisher and set up the win- 
ning pinfall. 

The Babies soon lost their ti- 
tle to G.Q and T.D. Madison, 
but they regained the belts on 
June 1 in Wolfeboro, New 
Hampshire. In a prematch as- 


sault, Stratus attacked G.Q. 
Madison in the locker room— 
with Casey’s golf club, natural- 
ly. G.Q. Madison suffered sev- 
eral serious cuts and bruises, 
so young J.D. bravely took on 
both Babies by himself. The 
match only lasted a few min- 
utes, as T.D. was overwhelmed. 

“The real G.Q. beat the fake 
G.Q.,”" said Stratus after they 
regained the title. ‘“‘The attack 


was all Kevin’s idea, and the 
officials couldn’t suspend us 
since nobody saw me beat up 
Madison. With that kino of bril- 
liance behind us, we'll never 
lose these belts again!”’ 

Despite their bold claims, the 
Babies’ vile tactics have not 
only the Madisons and Putskis 
gunning for them, but they’ve 
raised the attention of IWCCW 
officials as well. Casey, howev- 
er, doesn’t seem to mind the 
attention. 

“Doesn’t matter to us,” said 
Casey of his men’s hectic 
schedule of title defenses. 
“With my evil genius and the 
Babies’ natural —rulebreaking 
gifts, all those other teams 
don’t have a chance. Like I’ve 
always said, it don’t mean a 


thing if you ain’t got that 
swing! Get it?” 
Got it. a 


WHEN CAPT. LOU ALBANO TALKS, 


PEOPLE LISTEN! 


“I've been around the sport of professional wrestling for 40 years, and I've read 
every story in the world’s best wrestling magazines—PRO WRESTLING ILLUS- 
TRATED, THE WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, SPORTS REVIEW WRES- 
TLING, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, AND WRESTLING 90. 


“As ‘Captain’ of the WRESTLING CLASSICS magazine, it is my privilege to 
gather the very best stories every printed in those great magazines and fit them 
into one very special publication. WRESTLING CLASSICS is a must-read for 
fans who want to know a little bit more about this sport than just who won yes- 
terday's match!”’ 


ALIMITED NUMBER OF CAPT. LOU ALBANO PRESENTS... . 
WRESTLING CLASSICS—EACH WITH FOUR PAGES OF 
DAZZLING COLOR—ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR JUST $3 EACH! 
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heart and fiber of an all-time great, 
doesn’t only reach the top, he stays 
there, say the critics. And they point to 
Steamboat’s short title reigns as evi- 
dence of a glaring soft spot. 

Rick won the LC title from Randy 
Savage in 1987’s Match of the Year, 
but lost it two months later to the 
chubby, unheralded Honky Tonk Man. 

“The Dragon” captured Ric Flair’s 
WCW title in 1989, but 11 weeks later 
Flair had the belt around his waist 
once again. 

And during his battles with Flair—a 
series of matches that ranks alongside 
any in history—Steamboat’s wholesome 
goodness became a weakness. While 
Steamboat refused to deviate from his 
style (quick and professional but with- 
out indimidating brutality) and seemed 
to regard WCW tules as sacred, Flair 
was his usual vicious, rule-shattering 
self. 

A family man, a good guy, and all 
the rest, Rick Steamboat ultimately 
couldn’t hack it against the selfishness 
and cruelty of the “Nature Boy.” 

® 

Today, there is a new Rick Steam- 

boat. A stint away from wrestling and a 


eet sek a ES fin — 


As Steamboat moves up the ladder of con- 
tention, his intensity increases. 
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STEAMBOAT 
(Continued from page 33) 


a a 


(below). Steamboat has a history of outwrestling bigger men. 


recent re-emergence into the WWF 
has transformed this man into a crea- 
ture with all the fierceness that his 
moniker implies. 

Now Steamboat walks into the ring 
and breathes fire. He walks in alone, 
with no wife or child at his side. And 


when the match begins, Steamboat is 
himself a ball of fire, his arms and legs 
knifing ferociously toward his opponent 
from the opening bell to the final blow. 

“Its incredible what’s happened to 


Rick,” said Vic Steamboat, Rick's 
younger brother. “He’s more intense 


than I've ever seen him. For some 
reason—and I’m not sure what it is— 
Ricky is completely motivated. He’s got 
a touch of a mean streak that he never 
had before and it’s really helping him. 
Ricky still fights within the rules, but 
now he goes right after his opponent 
and really tries to hurt him. In the 
past, it sometimes seemed that Ricky 
was afraid of hurting people, he would 
just do what it took to win and he 
rarely went in for the kill.” 

Thus far, in his recent WWF ap- 
pearances, Rick has been ripping 
through his matches at will, doing 
away with men like Haku and the Bar- 
barian while waiting and preparing to 
put his scientific ability to the test 
against the WWF's finest. Watching 
Steamboat as he puts the finishing 
touches on a decisive victory, one gets 
the feeling that the prospect of adding 
a fourth major singles title to his re- 
sume is the impetus behind his 
transformation. 

“The WWF title? Ricky would love 
that,” Vic confided. “That would really 
round out his career and put him in a 
class by himself. That’s got to be a big 
reason for his new attitude. He knows 
what he wants, and he’s taking aim.” 

At this stage of his career, Rick 
realizes that the time is now to make 
his move on history. There is young 
blood in the WWF, and everyone is 
after the same prize. Steamboat can’t 
afford to let age, and blossoming stars, 
catch up to him. 

If Steamboat does travel the long 
road to the WWF belt, he will have 
journeyed through a sea of dangerous 
obstacles. Virtually all of the federa- 
tion’s top contenders outweigh Rick; 
most are bigger and most embody 
more sheer power. But for a man who 
legend says can split a single pea in 
mid-air with a flying dropkick, anything 
is possible. Especially with the focus 
and desire he has begun to display. 

It is more than a crowd-pleasing 
stunt when Rick Steamboat breathes 
flame into the air. It is a symbolic 
sesture, a warning to the rest of the 
WWE that the blazing fire of desire 
and determination bums hotter than 
ever in The Dragon’s breast. J 


PREMIUM 
BACK ISSUES 


WRESTLER ANNUAL 


The back issues available in this ad are the top of our line. All of 
these magazines contain a color section, and many were news- 
stand sellouts. They are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, 
order today. 

WRESTLER ANNUAL | 
This special collection of the most requested stories published in The Wrestler | 
includes two fabulous color pinups in each issue. | 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


T.V. SPORTS ae pee 

BOX 48 2 EACH 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 

Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $ as payment in full. 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 

In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 

Name 

Address Apt. 

City 

State Zip. 


For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for 
every back issue ordered for airmail. Int'l money order only 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


TOP 10 
HULK HOGAN 


292, Venice Beach, CA 
(1) WWF World champion 


LEX LUGER 
ay rwew We IL 
orld champion 


CURT HENNIG 
(ay ay PE le cea Aa A MN 


STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
(-) WCW TV champion 


BARRY WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 
(-) No. 2 contender: WCW title 


JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
(7) USWA champion 


RON SIMMONS 
260, Perry, GA 
(-) No. 36 contender: WCW title 


ercontinental champion 


TOM PRICHARD 
220, Houston, TX 
(-) USWA Texas champion 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
(S) No. 4 contender: WCW title 


1 BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
(-) No. 1 contender: I-C title 


wcw 
World Champion: 
LEX LUGER 
(1) 290, Chicago, IL 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 
(5) 241, Dallas, TX 
2—BARRY WINDHAM 
(6) 263, Sweetwater, TX 
3—RON SIMMONS 
(-) 260, Perry, GA 
4—STING 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 
(3) 275, Lithuania 
6—TOM ZENK 
(-) 237, Minneapolis, MN 
7—DIAMOND STUDD 
(7) 290, Tampa, FL 
8—JOHNNY B. BADD 
(-) 259, Macon, GA 
9—YELLOW DOG 
(-) 226, parts unknown 


10—ROBERT GIBSON 
(-) 225, Pensacola, FL 
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The Young Pistols 


WWF 
World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
(C) 292, Venice Beach, CA 
1—CURT HENNIG 
(1) 235, Minneapolis, MN 
2—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
(2) 310, Parris Island, SC 
3—BRET HART 
(5) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
4—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
(3) 280, Queens, NY 
5—THE UNDERTAKER 
(4) 320, Dallas, TX 
6—THE WARLORD 
(9) 360, Chicago, IL 
7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
(-) 280, Glens Falls, NY 
8—JIM NEIDHART 
(-) 275, Los Angeles, CA 
9—THE MOUNTIE 
(6) 232, Montreal, Quebec 


10—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
(-) 245, Syracuse, NY 


TAG TEAMS 


(-) No. 


GLOBAL 


Global TV Champion: 
THE PATRIOT 
(-) 280, Washington, DC 
1—CHRIS WALKER 
(-) 240, Atlanta, GA 
2—STEVE SIMPSON 
(-) 230, Johannesburg, S.A. 
3—BIG BULLY BUSICK 
(-) 255, Pittsburgh, PA 
4—GARY YOUNG 
(-) 240, Houston, TX 
5—LIGHTNING KID 
(-) 200, Minneapolis, MN 
6—TERRY DANIELS 
(-) 223, Charlotte, NC 
7—HANDSOME STRANGER 
(-) 239, parts unknown 
8—SKIP YOUNG 
(-) 230, Denton, TX 
9—MAKHAN SINGH 
(-) 380, Saginaw, MI 


10—JOHN TATUM 
(-) 236, Hollywood, CA 


(-) No. 


(8) No. 1 


THE NASTY BOYS 


Wwe weight: 585 pounds 
WWE Work 


THE FREEBIRDS 


Combined weight: 490 pounds 
(2) WCW U.S. tag team chai 


ROBERT FULLER & JEFF JARRETT 
Combined weight: 457 pounds 
(3) USWA tag team champions 


THE LEGION OF DOOM 


Combined weight: 567 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag team title 


THE ROCKERS 


Combined weight: 450 pounds 
contenders: WWF tag team title 


DICK MURDOCH & DICK SLATER 


ead weight: 515 pounds 
contenders: WCW tag team title 


ARN ANDERSON & LARRY ZBYSZKO 
Combined weight: 497 mo 27 pou inds 
(-) No. 1 contenders; U.S. tag team title 


THE BARROOM BRAWLERS 
re hee weight: 592 Rone 
1 contenders: 


THE YOUNG PISTOLS 
Combined weight: 451 pounds 


(7) No. 2 contenders: U.S. tag team title 


1 THE BRUISE BROTHERS 


Combined weight: 541 pounds 
(6) Pacific Northwest tag team champions 


id tag team champions 


mpions 


SWA tag team title 


USWA 


USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—TOM PRICHARD 
(2) 220, Houston, TX 
2—ERIC EMBRY 
(1) 240, Lexington, KY 
3—TONY ANTHONY 
(4) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
4—LEATHERFACE 
(9) 322, parts unknown 
5—BILL DUNDEE 
(5) 214, Melbourne, Aus. 
6—DAN DAVIS 
(6) 218, Nashville, TN 
7—ROB ZAKOWSKI 
(-) 215, Battle Creek, MI 
8—DOUG GILBERT 
(-) 260, Lexington, KY 
9—SABU 
(-) 221, parts unknown 


10—JUDGE DREAD 
(-) 325, parts unknown 


OFFICIAL RATIN 


Top l0 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent slall of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on thé volume and character of mail that comes 


to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 


certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that 
‘category last issue; () indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue, while (C) indicates the wrestler was 
| champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


HULK HOGAN 
292, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


MOST HATED 


LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 
Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


280, Queens, NY 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


THE UNDERTAKER 
320, Dallas, TX 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Lithuania 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


RON SIMMONS 
260, Perry, GA 
Last issue: unrated 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Parris Island, SC 
Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 


JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


EL GIGANTE 


435, Argentina 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


CURT HENNIG 
235, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


RICK MORTON 
228, Memphis, TN 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
Last issue: unrated 


SID JUSTICE 
318, West Memphis, AR 
Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


LEATHERFACE 


322, parts unknown 
Last issue: unrated 


(-) 226, parts unknown 
6—JOSHUA BEN-GURION 

(-) 270, Israel 
7—CUBAN ASSASSIN 

(-) 246, Havana, Cuba 
8—SUPER NINJA 

(-) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
9—IVAN KOLOFF 

(9) 249, Moscow, Russia 


10—SUNNY BEACH 
(7) 270, Santa Monica, CA 


BOBBY EATON THE MOUNTIE 
233, Huntsville, AL 232, Montreal, Quebec 
Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
1 ROBERT FULLER 1 DIAMOND STUDD 
257, Dyresburg, TN 290, Tampa, FL 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
UWF Iwccw 
UWF TV Champion: IWCCW Champion: 
STEVE WILLIAMS NONE 
(C) 265, Norman, OK To be determined 
1—PAUL ORNDORFF 1—TONY ATLAS 
(3) 253, Brandon, FL (1) 247, Roanoke, VA 
2—BOB ORTON 2—TASMANIAC 
(5) 245, Kansas City, KS (3) 245, Tasmania 
3—BRIAN BLAIR 3—TITO SANTANA 
(-) 235, Tampa, FL (4) 245, Tocula, Mexico 
4—STEVE RAY 4—MONDO KLEEN 
(-) 255, Leavenworth, KS (5) 270, Jilin, China 
5—FIRE CAT 5—KEVIN VON ERICH 


(2) 235, Denton, TX 
6—JOE SAVOLDI 
(7) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
7—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
(6) 360, Khartoum, Sudan 
8—SCOTT PUTSKI 
(9) 235, Austin, TX 
9—RAY ODYSSEY 
(8) 205, Palm Beach, FL 


10—CURLY MOE 
(10) 555, Mudville, OH 


For period ended July 26, 1991 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only—and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a mimber-iwo ranking, and 
$0 on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been compiled, allowing a maxi- 
mum of 100 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
each category. While our regular ratings reflect lhe past manth, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the. sport. 


SINGLES 

A—LEX LUGER w.ccssssssserssssesssestssesscasssenrssseene 22 POmts 
PS TING ipeosnsicarsenrtssasitia part ochsiypseindaastnuan OE: OMI 
3—CURT HENNIG wscsersssseseeseeenee Ol points 
4—HULK HOGAN siscbisssscgcctevtvcachesiee crvasncessnct OW points 
5—RIC FLAIR ...cssessessestssseesssssreesenseesteasesness 3 POINTS 


TAG TEAMS 

1—RICK & SCOTT STEINER....csssesesnseene 72 points 
2—THE NASTY BOYS svsicttisscisiesscisagnrne points : 
3—THE LEGION OF DOOM...scssssscssseessesene58 points 
5—THE ; HART FOUNDATION ...csssesseeessersereese 50 points 


GEORGIA: Georgia All-Star champion—Joel Deaton; 1—Billy Black; 2— 
Chris Walker; 3—Fabian; 4—Curtis Thompson; 5—Festus; 6—Jon Michaels; 
7—Big Bully Busick; 8—Mad Dog Joe; 9—Mike Cervich; 10—Randy Rose. 


BWAS IWA champion—Manny Fernandez; 1—Preston Steele; 2—Larry 
Cameron; 3—Jules Strongbow; 4—The Terminator; 5—Derrick Dukes; 6—Paul 
Orndorff; 7—Kamala; 8—Master Blaster; 9—Thunderfoot |; 10—The Gladiator. 


LIPWAS: LPWA champion—Lady X; 1—Reggie Bennett; 2—Terri Power; 
3—Susan Sexton; 4—Bambi; 5—Madusa Miceli; 6—Misty Blue Simmes; 7— 
Denise Storm; 8—Heidi Lee Morgan; 9—The Beast; 10—Magnificent Mimi. 


PINW: PNW champion—Steve Doll; 1—Jimmy Jack Funk; 2—Ron Harris; 
3—The Grappler; 4—Doug Masters; 5—Steve Sawyer; 6—Mike Winner; 7— 
Larry Oliver; 8—John Rambo; 9—C.W. Bergstrom; 10—Al Madril. 


PWAS PWA champion—Charlie Norris; 1—Teijho Khan; 2—Larry Cameron; 
3—Ken Patera; 4—Ricky Rice; 5—Tommy Ferrara; 6—Tommy Jammer; 7—Bill 
Irwin; 8—The Punisher; 9—Lightning Kid; 10—Jerry Lynn. 


TRI-STATE: Tri-State champion—D.C. Drake; 1—J.T. Smith; 2—Larry 
Winters; 3—Tony Stetson; 4—Johnny Hot Body; 5—Cactus Jack; 6—Rockin’ 
Rebel; 7—Jimmy Jannetty; 8—C.N. Redd; 9—Cry Baby Waldo; 10—Mr. 
Sandman. 


WWE: wwc champion—Carlos Colon; 1—Polynesian Prince; 2—King 
Kong; 3—Super Medic Ill; 4—TNT; 5—Invader |; 6—Abdullah the Butcher; 7— 
Rod Price; 8—Giant Warrior; 9—Miguel Perez Jr.; 10—Hurricane Castillo Jr. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 19 different categories. Itis a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


More championship changes. \n our last issue, we took 
time out from our usual format to look back on the past 
25 years of The Wrestler. Much has happened since then 
to cause many dramatic changes in our rankings. 

On July 1, WCW officials announced that seven-time 
World champion Ric Flair had left the federation and was 
being stripped of his title. The reason given for this 
shocking decision was a contract impasse between the 
“Nature Boy” and WCW. Since the two sides were un- 
able to come up with a mutually satisfactory contract, 
Flair opted to leave WCW, the federation he had domi- 
nated for the past 11 years. 

Because of this, the steel cage 
main event of the pay-per-view Great 
American Bash on July 14 in Balti- 
more was changed to U.S. champion 
Lex Luger against Barry Windham for 
the vacant World title. Luger pinned 
Windham to win the belt, which im- 
mediately raised his status from num- 
- a ber three in our Top 10 to number 
Lex Luger two. Since Flair is currently inactive; 
he drops out of all of our ratings categories completely. 
~ Luger’s victory came at a great cost to his popularity. 
His title victory—during which his new adviser, Harley 
Race, and bodyguard, Mr. Hughes, made their first appear- 
ances with Luger—propelled him to number one in our 
Most Hated ratings. In our last issue, Luger was number 
two in our Most Popular ratings! 

The World title wasn’t the only WCW championship in 
limbo during this ratings period. Since he captured the 
World title, Luger was forced to relinquish his U.S. belt, 
since WCW bylaws do not allow champions to hold 
more than one title. The U.S. title was scheduled to be 
filled during a one-night tournament on August 25 at The 
Omni in Atlanta. At press time, the top contender for the 
vacant title was Nikita Koloff, who had engaged in many 
hard-fought matches against Luger in the weeks before 
the Baltimore Bash. 

And even that’s not all: The World tag team title, last 
held by Rick and Scott Steiner, was held up in July when 
Scott could not defend the belt within 30 days because of 
a seriously torn left bicep. The vacant title was the subject 


of a tournament that began in mid-July and is expected to 
end in September. Top contenders for the World tag 
team championship are The Hardliners (Dick Murdoch and 
Dick Slater), Larry Zbyszko and Arn Anderson, and The 
Young Pistols. 


Welcome Global! Effective with this issue, we're adding 
the Global Wrestling Federation to our monthly rankings. 
This federation, new to the U.S., features top young stars 
such as Chris Walker, Mahkan Singh, and Big Bully Busick. 
The first GWF TV champion is The Patriot, while Lightning 
Kid has captured the federation’s light heavyweight title. 

The new Global Supercard program can be seen daily 
on ESPN, while the syndicated Global Major League 
Wrestling is now being viewed on more than 100 stations 
across the U.S. and Canada. Quite a debut! 


Suggestion box. As usual, we received many interesting 
questions since our last edition. 

Why don’t you run a poll for your readers to see if they 
would like a unification bout between the WCW and WWF 
champions? asked Charles Lemons Jr. of Okay, Oklahoma. / 
know | would! Boxing has unified its heavyweight titles, so 
why can’t wrestling? If the results of your poll are positive, 
maybe you could send them to the heads of the WCW and 
WWE. Just think of the money and the crowd a pay-per- 
view unification card would bring! 

Okay, Charles, we agree. The prospect of a title-unifica- 
tion bout between Luger and WWF World champion 
Hulk Hogan has the potential to be the biggest match of 
the century—but don’t count on it ever happening. 

Even if we gathered the signatures of every fan of the 
mat sport, it seems unlikely that we'll see the federa- 
tions—who consider themselves competitors rather than 
associated leagues (such as the National and American 
Leagues in Major League Baseball)—ever agree to hold 
joint cards. But who knows what the future of this wild 
sport will bring? 


That’s all, folks. Care to comment on our latest ratings? 
Want to express your desire to see title-unification bouts? 
Send your mail to: “Ratings Analysis,” clo The Wrestler, 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. O 


und the 
oe thanaweek 
_J.S., Los Angeles 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news Is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 
we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 
press. We're certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 
fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
accepted for single-copy orders.) 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 
news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North 
Amenica, “Yay & Nay” and ‘Who's Hot, 
Who's Not” columns, ‘Wrestler of the 
Week” and “Match of the Week” 
features, plus ratings, trivia questions, 
“Transactions,” a lively editorial, our 
exclusive “SuperStat” that details and 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we 


analyzes a wrestler’s match val offer you three big ways to save: 
“This Week In History " “Reporters © 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
Notebook,” and an extensive collection off the cover price 


of match results! You get all of this— 
each and every week!—in a bold 
newsletter format that keeps you on top 
of today’s wrestling news today! 


@ 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
off the cover price 

©@52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 
off the cover price 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Send to: Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea 
a Sports subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 
48 


0 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 OC 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 


O §2 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 


UH Tdlike to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- 
closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. 


Please indicate method of payment: 
OCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


TUN SY A a ae A ae NAME 
DiMeterCad# =. ADDRESS APT 
Expiration Date: //___ CITY STATE ZIP 
MO/YR Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; $33.74 
L. 


for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. Int'l money orders only. 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


FORMER INTERCONTINENTAL WWF CHAMPION 


RAVISHING RICK RUDE: 
“NO ONE SLEEPS THROUGH 
A RUDE AWAKENING!” 


YOU NAME ‘EM! 
RICK’LL SHAME ‘EM! 


Call right now to schedule a “Rude Awakening” — for anyone, anywhere, any time of the day or night. 
Get a friend, get your boss, or just get even! Call now and tell Rick how you want it — soft and sexy or 
rude and raunchy! The World’s Rudest Wrestler will take it from there. No one sleeps through a “Rude 
Awakening!” While you’re at it, check out Ravishing Rick’s Inside Scoop Life. You can hear all about 
the Dirtiest Thing That Ever Happened To Rick, his Toughest Fight, What Life Is Like On The Road 
With Rick, and more. You can even find out How to Become A Professional Wrestler! $2 per minute. 


CALL 
1-900-288-RUDE 
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